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CH AP. XXIV. 


THE LOVER's WALK OF SHENSTONE. 


Ferdinand ad Gonzalo in Continuation. 


A ſoon as the party was gone I went 

to bed, and repaired the next morn- 
ing to the celebrated Lover's Walk of 
the elegant Shenſtone at eleven Oclock, 
which was the time fixed upon the preced- 
ing night for our meeting. 


I ſauntered towards the head of this 
delightful ſcene, revolving in my mind 
Vol. II. A tha 
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the happy thought of Mr. Shenſtone, in 
giving it a name fo conſiſtent with its 
purling rills, its umbrage, its receſſes, its 
| ſeats and moral inſcriptions, all ſo exqui- 


fitely formed to inſpire the enamoured 
pair with the raptures of true love, that 


no vicious or looſe ideas, I conceived, 
could poſlibly enter the breaſts of the moſt 
wanton victims to the wicked ſports of the 
blind boy in ſuch a ſacred retirement. 


I don't know what the plague a group 


of young ladies imagined upon this buſi- 


neſs, as they heedleſsly ran down the 


dangerous and almoſt parallel courſe from 
the avenue at the ſummit of the Leaſowes, 
and immediately above the Lover's Walk; 
for they regarded me, who had juſt arrived 
to the bottom of the precipice, and who 
ſtood in an attitude of aſtoniſhment at the 


expoſure of ſo many fine legs, no more 


than if I were a ſtump ; — but I readily 
admitted that I was little better, as one of 
the 
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the human ſpecies, than a blaſted - ill- 
formed ſhrub of the inanimate creation; 


and concluded that they might be veſtal 


virgins, notwithſtanding their contempt of 
me, and their inattention to the ſtrange 
things which I could not avoid taking a 


view of, amidſt my other reſearches into 


the beauties of nature. ' 


— Upon my jumping into an adjacent ſeat, 
in order to get out of the way of the 
rapidity of their motions, and to obviate 
the | horrid event of my being knocked 
down and trampled under their feet, the 


firſt of this mad group flung herſelf upon 


me, and almoſt covered me with her pet- 
ticoats.—** Here he is!—here he is!“ —he 
cried, as the reſt came ſkipping down to 
us; and upon my being drawn out of my 
diſtreſſed ſituation, and placed before theſe 
jocund nymphs of the groves, I found 
them to be a part of the ſame ſprightly 
company whom 1 had encountered the 
n A2 pre- 


e ſo nn with me | ths theit 
_ upon the green. | 


The cute of their thus ruſhing down 
the hill was from their intelligence of my 
being on my way to the Lover's Walk to 
meet Miranda, and to have ſome further 
ſport with me before her arrival, having 
left her and her friends walking very 
flowly after them along the avenue. 


The frolics, I muſt obſerve, of theſe 
charmers with me fprang from the ſource 


fimpheity of the manners of the untainted 
and unſuſpecting virgin; who, alas! xnows 
nothing of the dangers to which ſuch 
levity of conduct might expoſe her with 
any of our ſex, except ſuch an harmleſs 
creature as I was; and I could not help 


thinking what a pity it would be that 


PRs” uy of intentions, ſuch fine ſpirits, 
ſuch 


of that perfect innocence which marks the 


ſuch „ ſouls, ſhould ever Wen 
a prey to ſorrow and deſpair, through the 
- cruel and perfidious arts of the ſpoiler.— I, 
nevertheleſs, romped with them, and 
played my part exceedingly well in the 
 hberties I was obliged to take in my own 
defence, until the approach of Miranda, 
with her lover and Gonzalo, accompanied! 
by the gentleman and lady of the elegant 
ſeat near Wee Tall, put an end to 


our paſtime. 


I was. very much pleaſed with the fine 
open countenance and polite manners of 
the. gentleman, as well as the graceful 
deportment and beauty of his lady on their 
Joining us; and was ſurpriſed to find them 
ſuch exact obſervers of decorum, as to- 
forbear ſhowing. any riſible ſigns upon 
their being introduced to ſuch a thing as 

me. — The gentleman having ſcarcely 
noticed. me the. laſt night when he came 
for Miranda, and his lady not having ſeen 

A.3. me 
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me before, in conſequence of her being 
employed in the houſe, while I was 
playing upon the flute to the above- men- 
tioned dances upon the green. 290 


We proceeded down the walk to a place 
called the Aſſignation Seat,” where 
every object about it, and in its vicinity, 

o cordially conſpires to promote the warm 
eft and the moſt tender ſenſations in the 
breaſts of the aſſembling lovers; and I 
thought, as Miranda and her ſwain placed » 
themſelves upon it, I ſaw a ray of divine J 
enthuſiaſm dart from their eyes upon a 
ſcene fo conformable, and ſo exquiſitely | 
adapted to their ſituation, and the ſtate 
of their violent affection for each other; 
while the gentleman and his lady, and the 
gay and ſprightly nymphs of their train, 
ſeated themſelves as conveniently as they 
could, and partook of the ineffable tranſ- 
ports of the lovers, as they gazed upon 
them, with a filent ardour of expreſſion in 
their countenances, This 
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lis fine aſſemblage of characters ſo 
wrought upon my imagination, that I 
fancied T ſaw the ſpirit of the divine 
Shenſtone himſelf, enrobed in angelic 
veſtments, deſcend from the heavens and 
light upon an adjoining eminence, full in 
my view, but unſeen by the company; 
and I heard, or ſeemed to hear him repeat 
the following words, as he ſtood in the 
moſt ſtriking and moſt wonderful attitude 
to rivet the attention of the obſerver, 


Oh! excellent and faithful lovers? 
* for you this ſcene I wrought—for your 
4 chaſte courtſhip and careſſes it was 
formed — the hallowed reſort of the 
% good and the happy! — Long may you 
« live in the perfet enjoyment of conju- 
gal felicity, to which, by the will of 
heaven, you will ſhortly be conſigned, 
in reward for the truly virtuous prin- 
*« cjples of your attachment.” 


A4 A box 
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A box on the ear, by one of the nymphs 
near me, rouſed me from this dream. 


The viſionary Shenſtone vaniſhed — and 


Ferdinand, addreſſing me, thus reſumed his 
narrative. 


4 Thaveacquainted, Sir,” he ſaid, © this 

admirable lady and gentleman with my 
ſtory, to the time of my breaking it off laſt 
night and have reſerved the remainder of 
it. for your ear, as well as the preſent com- 
pany, who have preſſed me to conclude it 
in this delightful receſs, which tlie excellent 
Mr. Shenſtone, I find, ſo admirably 
formed for the raptures of true lovers, and 
the relation of the intricacies, difficulties, 
and diſappointments they too often expe- 
rience, before they can arrive to the con- 
ſummation of their. wiſhes. 


% The circumſtance,” he continued, 
e which gave the happy turn in my favour, 
aſter remaining ſo ug among the hills of 

Aberley, 
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Aberley, in a ſtate of Sa was as 
follows : — | | 


6 EN my walks upon the hills, and : 
in the vales (for I ſeldom rode) in order 
to ſooth the melancholy which was growing. 
upon me, in ſpite of all my previous 
reſolves to the contrary, (for who muſt 
not grow melancholy, when upon mature 
deliberation he finds his proſpe& of 
extreme happineſs, in the peaceful poſ 
ſeſſion of a nymph divine, to be utterly 
blaſted) I ſometimes ſtrolled to a lonely 
ancient inn, called the Hundred Houſe, 
about- four miles from Stourport, near to 
Aberley Hills, and by the ſide of the. road 

towards Herefordſhire. 


« One afternoon, as I was ſitting by my- 
ſelf in a ſummerhouſe, adjoining to an old. 
green, at the back of the Hundred Houſe, 
(from whence, liowevex, there is a delight- 
ful _ all woe-begone, over. 2 pint of. 


A5 wine, 
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wine, with which, and the gay proſpea be- 
fore me, of hills, dales, woods, and far ex- 
tended various landſcape, I ſtrove in vain 
to cheer my drooping fpirits, I was ſurprized 
at the appearance of a perſon in a Portu- 
gueſe cloak, walking at the farther end of 
the green, ſeemingly i! in great agitation, and 
frequently caſting his eyes upon me. 


| * A thouſand ſuggeſtions immediately 
crouded into my mind. — His cloak — his 


manner — his ſtarts — his pauſes — his 


piercing looksat me, ruſhed inſtantaneouſly 
into my head my former apprehenſions of 
aſſaſſination, and I prepared my piſtols, 
which I always carried in my ſide-pockets. 


for ſome dreadful encounter I conceived 
to be at hand. wg 


* Bat, as as a nervous mar, naturally brave, 
will ſtart at the fall of a feather, or the 
bark of a lap-dog, in his low fits; and 
face a tiger, or a lion, when he is raiſed 
wm the ONES of real and eminent 


- 8 danger, 
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Anger fo (without meaning a compli- 
ment to myſelf) it happened with me. 
For my deſpair of ever ſeeing. happy: 
times, and my Miranda again, having 
brought me into ſomething like the ſtate of 
a. man labouring under the horrid com 
plaint alluded to, I muſt own. I was im-- 
preſſed with exceſſive fright on my firſt 
view of the ſuſpicious-looking perſon I 
have been ſpeaking of; but collecting 
myſelf, I found the powers of my mind, 
with my former vigour and courage, re- 
turn to me again, and I waited. with the: 
utmoſt compoſure and. reſolution to de- 
fend myſelf valiantly to the laſt, ſhould L 
meet with any intended violence. 


I had no ſooner recovered my ſpirrts;, 
than another perſon in a cloak joined the 
firſt, in the manner of an inferior; and 
accompanied him in ſuch frantic lifting. 
up of their hands to heaven, ſtill continu- 
ing at —_—_— to look. towards me, that. 


I began; 
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Ibegan to conſiden them as 2 couple oß 
fanaties or a pair of poor ſouls: eſcaped: 
from Bedlam, when, all of a: ſudden, they 
advanced with the ſeeming; fury of an in- 
ſtant attack. — Conceiuing this to be their 
deſign, either as madmen or aſſaſſins, I 
ruſhed: down the ſteps: from the ſummer- 
| houſe, and levelling a piſtol in each hand 
at them, I imperiouſly commanded them 
to keep their diſtancs, or I would fire upon 
them. — They retreated a fe paces fell 
upon their knees and in the attitude of 
extreme ſurpriſe, implored my deſiſtance 
from the horrid act IL was about to commit. 
— Impelled by a ſtriking remorſe from 
the change of appearances, and the charm- 

ing countenance of the perſon who came 
firſt upon the green, I threw away my 
| Piſſols, raiſed him from the earth, and 
witt all the marks of confidence I could 
ſhew him, I took him into the ſummer- 
houſe and coneiſely acquainted him with 
the cauſe of my actions, white his attendant 
withdrew to a — diſtance. ; . 


„And have I. . you, at laſt,” he 
exdaimed; + at-a time L had: almoſt: given 
up all my: flattering hopes of ever ſeeing 
you again, and, after ſuch. an anxious and 
painful ſearch for you ?— Yes, yes, L have 
found you,” he cried. —* I am rewarded 
for all my: paſt ſolicitudes to preſerve ſo ex- 
cellent a gentleman from deſtruction, in 
that he has not fallen. a prey to. melancholy 
which I had much * but _ he is: 
alive and in my arms.” 


A flood of tears, as he preſſed me to 

his breaſt, afforded: a ſeaſonable relief to 
the extravagance of his tranſports, while I. 
feeling emotions as ſtrong as his, under 
the hopes which his warmth of manner 

and expreſſion had inſpired me, of ſome _ 
happy change in my deplorable caſe, fol- 
lowed his example ! and we remained: in. 
a diſſolution of the paſſions for a conſider- 
able time before they were ſufficiently 
compoled for me to explore the intricacy 
of my fituation. „5 
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At length, on our recovering from this 
delicious trance, my eager defire to be 
acquainted with his reaſons for accoſting 
me in the way he had done, cauſed me to 
exclaim— 


* Who, in the name of God, are you ? 
and how is it that I ſhould be an object to. 
you of ſo much concern, and ſuch exqui- 
fite delight, as it ſeems I am, from your: 
exceſſive gladneſs of heart at our unex- 
pected meeting? 


= Don't you know me? he warmly: 
replied, looking me full in the face. 


ns No. 3”. 


Dd you think that 1085 ever ſaw me 
before A 


« Yes—but I can't tell where.” 


me Do: 
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Do you remember the meſſenger that 
was ſent you by your kind hoſt of 
St. Albans, and who conducted you to the 
fine horſes, he, in a manner ſo myſterious 


and ſo ee for, lent you! E” 
«O! yes — very well,” 1 
. Do you think I am like him? 
very much.“ 
« I am the very man: 


„Are you indeed !— And ſo you have 


been all over the country after me for the 


payment of the horſes ; and I am much 
obliged to you for your rejoicings at find-. 
ing me out. But you might, I think, 
have ſpared me the mortification- of ſo 
many needleſs careſſes upon ſuch an occa- 
fon, notwithſtanding my very great obliga- 
tions to my hoſt, whoſe money, in bank 


bills 
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| bills tothe amount of an hundred pounds, 

is here incloſed in a cover which ( as I 
meant to forward to him by the poſt, that 
calls for letters this night at chis houſe) 1 
will return by you, with all the genuine 
gratitude of a man of honor. — Have you 
any farther meſſage from him? Does he, 
or you, know any thing more of my 
concerns ſince J left St. Albans ? — He 
promiſed not to betray me, and I muſt 
believe him.“ | 


Upon this diſappointed blank falling 
upon the ardour of my ſpirits, and the 
vohemency of my expectations of re- 
ceiving ſome ew: intelligence from the 
perſon who had ſo warmly. embraced me, 
than what, by this time, had ſtruck me 
as a-mere matter about the horſes in queſ- 
tion, my viſiter retreated to ſome diſtance. 
from me, and remained in an agitated 
pauſe for a few minutes, which I could 
14 no means account for, as I ſat grievouſly; 

complaining 
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complaining, in my own mind; at the 
horrid ſports. of fortune, who could not 


leave me to my preſent hard fate, but 


muſt ſend the moſt flattering. hopes and 
the moſt cruel deſpair, at one and the ſame 


inſtant, to plunge me the deeper into the 
miſeries of the wretched.“ PISS 

« I ſee, in you,” ſaid my viſiter, raiſing. 
himſelf, and caſting a kind. look upon me, 
* how. a ſtate of uncertainty, difficulty, 


and-diſappointment, gives an aptitude. in 


the mind of the ſufferer, however elevated: 
in ſentiment he may be, to ſuſpicions and 
apprehenſions for the worſt, upon every 


flight appearance in oppaſition to. his 
riſing hopes of being extricated from ita 


baleful influence; otherwiſe, what muſt I 
think of your death-like drooping, and 


your giving up all your proſpects of may; 
bringing comfort to you, upon my mention 


of the horſes, which was only a — 


my ſtory. 
„No: 


18 FLIGHTS OF 


No! Ferdinand — No! Ferdinand,” he 
exclaimed in the moſt pathetic manner — 
That meſſenger I mentioned is not 
ſent after you by the hoſt for the money 
for his horſes. It is your anonymous cor- 
reſpondent, who was that ſeeming meſ- 

ſenger. — The horſes were his horſes — 
not the landlord's — and here he now fits, 
to prove to you how welcome you are to 
them — how many dangers he has en- 
countered for your fake, and to inform you 
of thejoyful news thatall your enemies have 
met with the fate they deſerved, and that 
you will not be moleſted any more, except 
by the, perhaps, too over-officious zeal 
and r of ſuch a tender-hearted: 

fool as me.” 


Aſter thus expreſſing the wonders 
which I heard, he reclined upon his chair, 
ſeemingly ſomewhat hurt by my above- 
mentioned ungracious intimation and ſur- 
miſe ; while I, overwhelmed with ſhame 
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and contrition — with joy, gratitude, and 
all the rapturous paſſions, caſt myſelf at 
his feet, and embracing his knees, called 
upon him for his pardon, as the tears. 
ruſhed down my cheeks in a torrent of love 
and veneration for this my guardian 
angel—this God of my deliverance from 
the perplexed and cruel ſituation into 
which I had ſo long and ſo unmeritedly 
been involved.” 


+ You have my forgiveneſs, ” he ſaid, 
raiſing me and handing me to my chair— 
explained,“ he continued, the nature 
of your caſe before, and you cannot now 
have any cauſe to entertain the leaſt idea 
of my being angry at your ſuſpicions. — 
In your circumſtances, every day expecting 
farther and ſudden attacks upon you, you 
muſt moſt aſſuredly be always upon your 
guard, and be alarmed at any uncommon 
ſight or haſty approach to your perſon. — 


I was in fault for this miſtake, whatever 
might 
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might have been its conſequences, in ſuf- 
fering the violence of my joy, on per- 


ceiving you fitting in ſuch a diſconſolate 


poſture to urge me fo haſtily to relieve 


you from your pains, without conſidering 
the likelihood of my very natural reception 


in your caſe, which accordingly happened,” 


 Ferdinand's powers to proceed immedi- 
ately upon his ſtory being interrupted 


by his feelings, at the relation of ſuch an 


intereſting part of it — at a criſis which 
raiſed him, at once, from the ſtate of a 
foxlorn and hopeleſs wretch to the proſpect 


of extreme felicity, Miranda took occaſion, 
as ſhe ſat by him, in the afore- mentioned 


Lovers Walk of Shenſtone, to aſk him, 
who, in reality, this his 8 


andere be? 


Alas, recovering, himſelf, exclaimed 
« Look there! my Miranda — lock there! 


| there: PR there lits Gn. friend 


—my 


r eee eee 
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my Saviour — The bleſſed inſtrument, 
dat has N en me from deſtruction! 


| «Oh! mt (nk; Sh 
flying to Gonzalo, and claſping her arms 


about his neck, with the moſt affectionate 
expreſſions of gratitude and reſped for the 


amazing -friendfhip of ſuch an | exalted 


character; while Gonzalo felt the heavenly 


pleaſures of an angelic reward for his god- 
like actions, in the-embraces of ſo divine 
a charmer, notwithſtanding he was paſt 
the time of life of youthful gallantry and 
enterpriſe. 


Aſter the mutual careſſes and compli- 
ments of the parties upon the above diſ- 


covery and event were ſubſided, the ſcene 


changed to the Hundred Houſe ; and Ferdi- 
nand, by the earneſt deſire of the company 


to have the myſteries unravelled, reſpecting 


the generous conduct of Gonzalo, and his 


unexampled exertions in the cauſe of a 
ſtranger, 


— — ar Ce ae o: 224 2 
* _ —_ 


22 FLIGHTS OY 


ſtranger, prepared himſelf to reſume the 


ſtory which had been interrupted by the 


interference of Miranda; while Gonzalo, 
through exceſs of modeſty, declined being 
preſent at a relation which muſt, he faid, 
raiſe many a bluſh upon his cheeks, now 


that he was diſcovered to be the ſubject of 
it; and as a walk in another part of the 


Leaſowes alone, he continued, would 
afford him ſufficient entertainment in the 


mean time, he retired with the noble and 


unaſſuming excuſes of a hero, who did not 
chooſe to be a witneſs to his own praiſes. 


Upon his withdrawing himſelf, from 
the above motives, which were admitted, 
by all preſent, as an inſtance of his magna- 
nimity and greatneſs of ſoul, Ferdinand pro- 
ceeded in the following manner. 


« Tf you, except my Mir anda,” addreſſing 


| himſelf to the company, © who, as indif- 


ferent liſteners to a ſtory that does not 
| concern 


concern you, are ſo deſirous as you ſeem 
to be to hear an account of the actions of 
a man which appear ſo very myſterious 
and uncommon, what do you think muſt 
be the ardour and vehemence of my ſoli- 
citude to become acquainted with all the 
circumſtances relating to actions which 
entirely concentered in myſelf ?—Indeed 
I was ſo very anxious upon the occaſion, 
that no ſooner had we adjuſted and ſet to 
rights my afore-mentioned miſtaken vio- 
lence upon the green at the Hundred 
Houſe, than I preſſed Gonzalo, as we fat in 
the ſummer-houle, to give me the particu- 
lars of the ſtrange things he had men- 
_ tioned, quite forgetting at the ſame time 
to offer him any refreſhment upon his 
arrival.” | 


Well, fir,” ſaid he, I will gratify 
your curioſity as conciſely as may be, for 
I cannot think of dwelling long upon a 
grievous affair which is now happily over 

— but 


* 
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but my dear conſider my 
tuation before 1 undertake the painful 
taſk you impoſe upon me. I had not 


| Alighted from my horfe two minutes before 


1 ſurpriſed you upon the green in the 
character of a ſtilletto man, as you thought 


me, having not thrown aſide my aſſaſſin- 
Re cloak, as it appeared to you, which I 
had put on in conſequence of a fmart 
ſhower I encountered upon the road. — 
Come, fir,” he continued, we will quit 
this place—we may be interrupted here— 


let us take a room to ourſelves, and after 


the indulgence of a few glaſſes of port to 
whet my appetite for this buſineſs, I will 
acquaint you with the principal ſtrokes of 
my great exploits in your favour. — We 


| ſhall have time enough, I hope, in our 


future acquaintance and connexions to 
expatiate more largely upon the ſubject, 
as times and occaſions may prompt us to 
probe deeper into both our caſes; for I 
am as deſirous to be informed of your 
concerns 
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concerns ſince I laſt heard of you, and how: ; 
you have diſpoſed of yourſelf, as you are 


for my beginning firſt, in a relation of 
facts and enterpriſes which have ſo * 
embarraſſed us s both. 4 e 


e begged his ton as eagerly as I 
had ſolicited his ſtory, for my inattention 
to his ſituation, and we immediately re- 
paired, arm in arm, to a parlour. — We 
called for a bottle of port, and after drink. 


ing moſt of it in bumpers to the health of 


the King and the Royal Family, Gonzalo 
felt himſelf ſufficiently refreſhed to enter 
upon the fulfilling of his promiſe.” 


Sir,“ faid he, I was the guardian to 


a young man of rank and fortune at the 
time of your affair with the. Marquis; a 
charge impoſed upon me by the ardent 
requeſt of his father, upon his death-bed, 
with whom I had been acquainted for 
many years, upon terms of the moſt dif- 

Vol. II. B | intereſted 
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young man got into with his companians, 
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intereſted friendſhip. but who fell a prey 


to grief in conſequence of the debauche- 
Hes of his ſon and the bad company he 


kept. Nothing but ſuch a requeſt, and at 


. ſucha time, would have prevailed upon 


me to undertake a taſk ſo full of hazard to 
myſelf, and the diſgrace of all my attempts 
to rechim a youth whoſe wicked manners 
had killed his fire, and who was the con- 
Kant companion of the ſet of ignoble peers, 
who, through your fpirited conduct in 
your defence, are now laid in the duſt. 


In his revels with them, he was up to, 

as it is called, every ſpecies of folly that 
diſtinguiſhes the manners of many who 
diſhonour the dignity of their ſtations, by 


mixing among boxers, rogues and black- 
- guards, and countenance. the loweſt har- 


bariſm and — of the vulgar. 


« Notwithſtanding the daily ſcrapes my 


* 
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ſor ſome audacious violence committed 
upon ſober people, to the diſgrace of every 
principle of honour and the real character 
of gentlemen, yet they gloried in their 
depravity; and the rebuffs they generally 
met with upon the above occaſions, afforded 
2 fund to them of the higheſt enterfain- 
ment over the 5 | 


<6 er ate eſcape from the dit, 
as they termed it, which they had kicked 
up, or more properly ſpeaking from the 
brave oppoſition they experienced, and 
when they were bard preſſed, was to them 
a theme of the moſt rapturous exultation ; 
and they would hire the greateſt of the 
rogues they had about them, to waylay 
and abuſe any perſon or perſons who had 
defeated them, and whom ay not 
enogurer: a ſecond time themſelves, ' 


4199 Such were the proceedings mY my 
Ward and his aſſociates, when I received 
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notice from my emiſſaries, whom I em- 
plovyed to watch them, and bring me word 
of any thing uncommonly nefarious which 
they might commit; that the Marquis of 
— having been knocked down in St. 
James's Park, by a gentleman he had 
inſulted in company with a beautiful 
lady, the whole party were meditating 
among {themſelves the cruel revenge upon 
the gentleman, of murdering him by the 
means ofa ſet of rogues in their pay. 


„This information leading me, of 
courſe, into a very ſerious and attentive 
inveſtigation of the matter, I ſoon found 
that the Marquis and ſome of his com- 
panions had been attempting to make 
love to the lady who was in company 
with the gentleman, and that, in con- 
ſequence of their being rejected, they were 
reſolved to inſult her favourite lover the 
+ firſt time they ſhould meet with him in 
public; and that the bold chaſtiſement the 

3 quits 
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Marquis and his party had undergone for 
his rude behaviour in the Park, had put 
the whole ſet of theſe abandoned creatures, 
whom I now conſidered As the vileſt 
ſcoundrels in the world, upon the above- 
mentioned horrid determination. 


It is needleſs for me to tell you of 
my attempts to remonſtrate with my wicked 
Ward upon the vile courſe of his life, ſince 
he ſet me at defiance as an old prig of a 
fellow whom he deſpiſed, and always 
threatened me with ſome wanton violence, 
if I interfered, upon any occaſion, or en- 
deavoured to execute my duty as his 

guardian; a power which had been inveſted 
in me rather as an inſpector into his con- 
duct, than à controller of his fortune, a 
circumſtance which J avoided, notwith- 
ſtanding I had been urged to it by his 
Hther. 
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diately found out your name, character, 
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TO Upon the above-mentioned intima- 
tion of the deſigns upon you of the aban- 
doned crew, I felt myſelf in ſuch a predi- 
cament reſpecting them, that I could not 


bring home my charge againſt them time 


enough to ſave your life. For ſuch a 
charge of premeditated aſſaſſination being 


ſo uncommon an event in this country, the 


delays of the law, in this particular inſtance, 
might have ſuffered the horrid crime to 
have been committed —_— the culprits 


would be ſecured. 


The only object, therefore, that 
preſſed upon my thoughts upon this occa- 
ſion, was firſt of all, to inform you of your 
danger, and to get you out of the way of 


their attacks, and afterwards to endeavour 
to . your adverſaries to the bar. 


In conſequence of this determination, 
and the activity of my emiſſaries, I imme- 


and 
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and the place of your abode, and ſent you 
the anonymous intelligence of your danger. 
which you muſt very well remember to 
have been an earneſt recommendation to 
you to fly from it. | 


«-So attentive to my inſtructions were 
my emiſſaries, to keep a watchful eye 
upon all the motions of your foes, ſince 
my faithful lads had diſcovered the horrid 
purpoſe in queſtion, that one of them 
brought me an immediate intelligence of 
your having ſingly encountered and ſlain 
the Marquis and three of his aſſociates, at 
2 retired country villa near Kenfington ; 
that they had followed you to your lodg- 
ings, and that this, my informant, had left . 
his mates to keep watch about your door, 
until he ſhould return with my orders for 
their farther proceedings. 


9 inſtantly ſent him back with a note, 
conjuring you not to be ſo fool-hardy as to 
Bag - continue 


aner 0 


32 
continue in town another moment, but to 
make your eſcape as faſt as you could, after 
ſuch a dreadful and myſterious conflict. 


On the boy's return he informed me, 
that you were haſtily getting into a chaiſe, 
at the time he joined his mates near your 
door, that he had no opportunity of giving 
you my note, but that William and 
Thomas, he ſaid, had taken poſt horſes, 
with ſtout clubs in their hands, to ſee you 
ſafe out of town, without giving any inti- 
mation to you of their deſign, and that 
they would come back and inform me 
before bed-time of your retreat, and the 
way which you took. | 


« I-was highly pleaſed with the prompt 


activity of my boys in ſo good a cauſe, 
and could not help reflecting upon the 
difference ſomewhat in my own praiſe of 
the employment I had put them to, and 
the horrid enterpriſes of the rogues, the 
15 N f tools 
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. tools of a wicked aſſociation of barbie j 
and I waited at home for the return of the 
brave youths, under great anxiety for their 
ſafety, as I apprehended the vigilance of 
the villains might procure the ſame intelli- 


gence of your retreat as my lads had done, 


and a dreadful battle among you all might 
be the event. 


„However, they came back ſooner than 


I expected, and informed me 'that they 


had followed your chaiſe to Barnet, that 


you immediately took poſt horſes from 
thence, and proceeded upon the road 
towards St. Albans; and that in conſe- 


quence of their perceiving no purſuit aſter 
you, they had thought it unneceſſary ain 
them to follow you any farther. 


« Now, it ſo happened, that my grace- 
leſs Ward was the only perſon of the ſet 
who (from his not joining the party at the 

<__ villa of the Marquis, in time to 
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receive the the juſt vengeance of your ſword) 
had eſcaped the puniſhment due to his 
crimes; but being well affured from my 
knowledge of the indefati gable violence of 


his purſuits, and the rancour of his heart, 


that he would ſpare no pains nor money 


to urge his villains to follow you, and to 
deſtroy you by any means in their power, 
T ordered the moſt ative youth among 
my retainers in your defence, to be ready 
early the next morning, with a couple of 
my beſt horſes at my door, and with a brace 
of loaded piſtols, which I delivered into 
his hands, in conſequence of my reſolution 
to take à ride to St. Albans, by way of a 
reconnuitre, as the military people call it, 
or to fee if any kind of purſuit after you 
appeared upon the road, and to obſtruct 
ſuch an attempt as much as it might lay 
in my power. 

I rode upon a foot pace towards St. 


Albans, very accurately ſurveying every 
A . extra- 
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without noticing any circumſtance that 
ſeemed to concern you, until, upon my 
arrival at an inn there, I was, by accident- 
ally enquiring of the Landlord what com- 
pany he had in his houſe, informed, among 
other things, of a gentleman who came 
the preceding evening upon poſt horſes, 
and who had been all the morning, and 
was now employed. in writing in a private 
back room, which he had taken to himſelf, 
with ſtri& orders not to be n 7 


My foirits nm took the 
alarm — I conceived inſtantaneouſly from 
the Landlord's account, it muſt be you, 


and wondered much that you ſhould be 


loitering in any room of a tavern ſo near 
town, when I had thought by this time 


you muſt have been a hundred miles 


farther. My anxiety for your ſafety, 
notwithſtanding I had not obſerved upon 
the * as before intimated, any inſtant 
* 
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danger to be at hand, urged me how- 


ever to get an intelligence by the means 
of my attendant, who knew your perſon, 
if my apprehenſions were well founded, or 
whether it was really you or not. 


For this purpoſe I made a confidant, 
m ſome meaſure, of the Landlord, whoſe 


character I had heard to be that of a jolly, 


generous, good ſort of a fellow, by calling 


for him again, and telling him I had a 
curioſity to know if the perſon we had 


been ſpeaking of before, was not a gentle- 


man 1 had ſome concerns with, and that if 
he would ſuffer my ſervant to attend upon 


the gentleman as a waiter, the firſt time 
he called for any thing, I ſhould be very 


| \ en * 


„Oh! Sir,” ſaid the Hoſt, * you may 
have that opportunity this very moment, 


und I ſhall be obliged to you in my turn, 


' for my n being pretty full of company, 
1 ſhall 
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I ſhall be glad if you will permit your 
ſervant to aſſiſt one of my girls in waiting 
upon the gentleman, whoſe dinner is now 
taking to him. 


© I immediately ordered my attendant 
to be ſent to me, and upon my giving him 
the neceſſary directions, he ſoon returned 
to me with an aſſurance that I had been 
right in my. conjecture, and that yau 
had ordered: poſt horſes to. be ready for 
you ina couple of hours; and that you 
ſeemed to. be more - intent. upon ſome 
_ written papers you had before you than. 
to ** dinner. 


Or to any thing elſe, TIl be bound 
for him, I ſaid to myſelf; — and I. dare 
ſay he is writing a long love- letter to his 
miſtreſs when he ſhould be gallopping away 
from his foes. But what extravagant 
follies are there, in the long catalogue of 
human errors, that lovers do not commit? 

Although 
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as Although I would have been better 
pleaſed to have heard that you had paſt 


St. Albans in the haſte you had done 


Barnet, yet I conſoled myſelf in the hope 
that you would get away from this place 


unmoleſted, and that I ſhould take the 


opportunity of ſeeing you on your depar- 
ture; a circumſtance which had never 
happened before, and which now occurred 


to me ina very ſtrong light, and as pro- 
bably an exceedingly fortunate incident. 


From theſe motives I ordered a ſteak 
for my own dinner, and while I was 
drinking my wine after it, I was frequently 
urged by my feelings in your favour to 
declare myſelf to you, to embrace you in 
my arms, and to tell you of my friendſhip 
and concern for your ſafety. But a cir- 
cumftance which ſuddenly put a total check 


tomy warm ruminations was the gallopping 
of chrer furious-looking fellows by my win- 


I Ws yard of the inn, whom my 
ü attendant 


ittendanit, ſoon after -ruſhing into my 
room, declared he perfectly believed them 
to be of the gang employed by my Ward 
for your deſtruction, and that he really 
thought they muſt be . with my 
perſon. 


+ In this extremity I called * 
Hoſt, and earneſtly deſired him to inquire 
into the buſineſs of the men who had juſt 
arrived, and bring me an immediate intel- 
ligence of what he could learn from them. 
He as heartily undertook the matter as I 
had deſired him, and ſoon returned with- 
an anſwer, that they ſeemed to be in 
purſuit of the very gentleman of whom I 
bad been ſo inquiſitive, and that they were 
the moſt deſperate looking Io he had 
ever beheld. 


0 Upon this your ities ſituation, and 
indeed my own, I conjured my Hoſt to 
* me in the eſcape of the gentleman 

from 
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from thoſe men, who I affured him were 
villains upon a bad cauſe, by immediately 
- repairing to your room, and informing 


you of your danger, while I ſhould con- 
cert means for your deliverance. | 


I called inſtantly for my attendant, 
and aſked him if he would run the hazard 
of entering into your ſervice, by my 
accommodating you and himſelf with my 
horſes, and the piſtols with which I had 
provided him, and to fly with pron as faſt 


- Is * 


* 'T he glorious youth, inſtead of a mere 
compliance with my requeſt, flew into 
ſuch' a bold and animated reſolution to 
die in your defence, that almoſt deprived 
me of the neceſſary preſence of mind upon 
this alarming occaſion ; when the very 
active Hoſt came in and told me that he 
had informed the gentleman of his danger 
— that he was eager.to get away, and that 

| he 


he, (the hoſt,) had promiſed you to ſend 
the poſt-horſes which you had ordered to 
a back-gate, while he would amuſe the 
men and get them out of the way. 


Upon this intelligence I directed the 
hoſt to order my horſes out for the gentle- 
man, inſtead of thaſe prepared for him.— 
This being done without heſitation, I im- 
mediately waited upon you with the ſup- 
poſed meſſage from the landlord; and 
had the happineſs to conduct you to my 

horſes, and to ſee you clear off the ground, 

and my faithful lad, (whom I had haſtily 
enjoined never to mention a tittle about 
me, but to perſonate a ſervant recom- 
| mended to you by the hoſt, ) gallop after 
you in the higheſt degree of youthful 


1 ardour, gallantry, and ſpirits; and that 


you were both mounted upon as brave 
hunters as ever followed the chace; I 
having been a tolerable ſportſman, . and 
always keeping in my poſſeſſion an excel- 
lent ſtud of horſes, As 


42 __ FLIGHTS OF 


As ſoon as you was gone I returned 
to my room, when the hoſt followed me, 
and very naturally intimated to me, that 
if the men were upon any wicked deſign 
againſt the gentleman, he wondered I did 
not attempt to have them taken up and 
ſecured ; a taſk, he ſaid, not very difficult, 
for they were now carouſing in a front 
room, in conſequence of his aſſuring 
them, that no perſon of a deſcription they 
had enquired for was or had — | 
his houfe. 


4 I ſhook Lk head at my hoſt, and 
told him, with a figh, that mine being 
only ftrong fuſpicions, and apprehenſions 
of their deſigns, which, although they 
amounted to a conviction in my own 
mind I was not miſtaken, yet I had not 
a ſufficient proof to bring any ſpecific 
charge againſt them before a juſtice of the 
peace for their commitment, and therefore 
l it would avail me nothing to 

enter 
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enter upon it : But, neverthelefs, I con- 


tinued, I am much obliged to you for 


your readineſs to aſſiſt me in ſo good a 

_ cauſe, and I thank you moſt heartily for 
your joint and ſucceſsful efforts with me 
in furthering the eſcape of the gentleman 
from theſe fellows who I was fearful Were 
in purſuit of him.” 


The landlord loitered, and feemed to 
wiſh a more circumſtantial account of my 
apprehenſions, and the caſe in queſtion 
but upon my declining any farther conver- 
fation with him he reſpectfully retired. 


„ had not fat long ruminating upon 


the above tranſactions, before the news 
arrived at St. Albans of a dreadful battle, 
which had happened the preceding day 
between a gentleman and four others, all 
perſons of rank and fortune, and in which 
battle the gentleman had flain his four 
28 
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The landlord upon the receipt of this 
news ruſhed into my parlour, with the 


paper in his hand, and, in the higheſt 


tranſports, he exclaimed, © I am no longer 


in the dark reſpecting the gentleman's 
| ſudden flight, and your extreme concern 
for his ſafety, ſince I am now perfectly 


convinced that he is the ſame noble hero 
mentioned in the paper, to have fought 
and ſlain four others with his own hand. 
I am glad, with all my heart, that I was 


aſſiſting in his eſcape : But I am ſorry to 


tell you, at the ſame time, that the fellows 


you ſuppoſed to be in purſuit of him, 
were, indeed, upon that buſineſs ; for on 


their going to the ſtables for their horſes, 


and aſking queſtions relating to him, of 
every perſon about the premiſes, they, at 
laſt, got intelligence of his flight from the 
back-gate towards Dunſtable ; and in ſpite 
of all my precautions to prevent them, 
they have this moment mounted their 


para and are proceeding, full ſpeed, 
| al 
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directly after him. But I am ſure, he 
continued, * they will meet with a brave 
reception ſhould they overtake him; for 
I am certain he don't fly from any fears he 
entertains of a ſecond battle with thoſe 
fellows, but to get out of the reach of the 
hw, which in theſe caſes of duelling and 
fighting would neceſſarily lay hold of 
him, however juſt and great might be his 
cauſe for ſuch an illegal act of violence.” 


* You are right, landlord,” I faid — 
«© your concluſions are exceedingly proper, 
— But whether,” I continued, the gen- 
tleman you are ſpeaking of be the perſon 
or not mentioned in your paper, you 
will pardon me if I ſtill decline any dif- 
cuſſion with you upon the caſe : and as I 
find you ſo hearty in your wiſhes for the 


welfare of any perſon involved in difficul- 


ties, you cannot better exerciſe your talents 
in favour of the youth we got away from 
you _ than by obſerving a ſtrict 

ſilence 
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ſilence among your gueſts and companions 
with reſpe& to him, as well as myſelf, and 
you ſhall not fail to meet with a reward 
in due courſe of time for your fidelity.” 


I will be as filent as death,” he replied 
— I will never ſpeak a word after this 
moment, to any one, of my having ſeen 


either of you.” 


„That is all I require,” I rejoined ; 
therefore order me a chaiſe, without the 
into it, and vaniſh like a vilionary object 
or phantom who had never in n reality been 
in your houſe.” 


« ] underſtand you,” he faid, retiring, 
** you may rely upon my promiſe, which, 


if I break, may the devil take all the good 


fellows in the kingdom, and leave it 2 
prey to the remaining ſcoundrels,” 


«On 
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On my reflecting, while the chaiſe 
was getting ready, upon the ruffians who 
were ſtill purſuing you, I was of the land- 
lord's opinion, that you would, aſſiſted by 
your gallant attendant, make good your 
former exploits, ſhould they overtake you, 
and J returned to town with the conſcious 
ſat isfaction of having done every thing in 
my power for your preſervation. | 


Upon my arrival at my own houſe in 
the evening, I learned from my two re- 
maining emiſſaries, that my graceleſs ward 
had been very active in giving the magiſ- 
trates every kind of falſe evidence againſt 
you which he could muſter up, and, con- 
ſequently, ſtri& ſearch had been made 
after you in town, by their ſcouts. 


I now revolved in my mind all the 
circumſtances of the affair which had come 


to my knowledge, through the channel of 
my informers, in order to turn the tables 
upon 
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upon the young man, and I put every 
incident to paper, very accurately war- 
ranted and atteſted by my faithful lads, 
and I ordered them to be in readineſs the 
next day to authenticate their information 
before a bench of juſtices. 


& For this WES I aroſe the next morn- 
ing ; but {till ſome tenderneſs remaining 
in my breaſt for my ward, or rather for 
the memory of his father, I ſuddenly 
changed my immediate purpoſe to that 

of an expoſtulation with the dog, and to 
try if I could prevail upon him to deſiſt 
from his vile practices, in conſequence of 
that remorſe which I hoped would ſeize 
upon his conſcience, on his finding that 
I, as well as the powers above, had been 
acquainted with his wicked actions. 


+ 4% But on my calling upon him with 
my evidence, and very pathetically open- 
in the matter to him, he flew into the moſt 

abominable 


abominable rage of curſes and denun- 
ciations againſt me imaginable, and was 
going to lay violent hands upon me, and 
would have murdered me in his own 
houſe but for the timely aſſiſtance of my 
brave boys, who ſeized and ſecured the 
villain, while his very ſervants, whom he 
called upon for aid, ſlunk away, aſhamed 
of his atrocious aſſault, and left him to me 
without any interference. | 


„All fooliſh tenderneſs for him or his 
fathers memory now vaniſhed like an 
idle dream. — I was determined to bring 
the rogue to juſtice, as far as it lay in my 
power, and, at all events, to ſhackle him 
with cords, like one of the baſeſt offenders 


among the dregs of ſociety. 


In this ſhameful condition I had him 
immediately conveyed to a public office 
of the magiſtracy, and there unfolded the 


whole of his tranſactions, as well as his 
Vol. II. —- ſlain 
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ſlain aſſociates, againſt you, ſo much to 
the ſatisfaction of the bench, that they 
were unanimoufly of opinion that my 
circumſtantial evidence amounted to a 
conviction of their intention of aſſaſſina- 
tion, which had brought on the death of 
the others, and the culprit, my ward, into 
his preſent abject ſituation. 


During the examination of my evi- 
- dence, which laſted a conſiderable time, 
my audacious ward threw out ſuch inſolent 
invectives againſt the proceedings of the 
magiſtrates, inſtead of his attending reve- 
rently to their inveſtigation of the crimes 
hid to his charge, that upon the cloſe of 
the buſineſs, and after having weighed 
every particular, they came to the reſolu- 
tion of ordering him into ſtrit confine- | 
ment, as a ſavage who was not fit to be 
let looſe upon the world, until the higher 
courts of juſtice ſhould determine his fate. 


«On 
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On his being ſent to priſon, his rage 
and fury ſo wrought upon his indignant 
ſpirit, that im the height of a fit of frenzy, 
he ſtabbed himſelf; thereby ſaving the 
hand of juſtice the trouble of executing 
the powers of the law upon him, as far as 
in his caſe of a proof of an intended aſſaſſi- 


nation, would reach him. 


This examination before the juſtices, 
and the cataſtrophe of my ward, put an 
end to all farther enquiries reſpecting the 
death of his aſſociates; their friends as 
well as the public being by this time per- 
fectly reconciled to their deſtiny, and to 
theſe ſtrange and uncommon events, as 


nothing extraordinary, when taken into 


the view of them the well known de- 
bauched courſe of the lives of the ſufferers, 
which neceſſarily led them thus ſuddenly 
to the grave, 


* 


= ©: After 


52 FLIGHTS OP 


« After turning my thoughts from this 
buſineſs to your danger reſpecting the 
ruffians in purſuit of you from St. Albans, 
I received great comfort and ſatisfaction . 
in the news we had of three highwaymen 

being ſhot by a gentleman and his ſervant, 

one near Daventry, and the other two be- 
tween Warwick and Stratford. — I con- 
cluded them to be the ſame villains, from 


time and circumſtances, who had followed i 
you, arid who had -met with a ſummary 
reward from your hands for their crimes, _ 1 
inſtead of their availing themſelves of tee 


difficulty and delay of the law, which 1 
otherwiſe might have happened in an 1 
utempt to bring them to the gallows. 1 


The principal circumſtances of the 
bove extraordinary tranſactions, with reſ- 
dect to my bringing to light the dark con- 
federacy againſt you, having been men- 
tioned in the London papers, I had no 

doubt but in conſequence of your reading 
16Y the 
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the paragraphs, you would return to 
St. Albans immediately, in full aſſurance 


of your being the perſon alluded to, and 
that your danger was over. 


Il frequently took a ride to my hoſt 
there, and was ſurpriſed to find that he 


. be - 
had never received any account of you, 


or his ſuppoſed horſes, and TI, at length, 


after waiting a month in ſuſpence, came 
to the reſolution of going myſelf in ſearch 
of you. 


I traced you to Stratford, and found 
from the deſcription of you and your ſer- 
vant, that you were the very perſons who 
had ſhot the villains, the ſuppoſed high- 
waymen, and that you had proceeded 


from thence _ the Alceſter Road. 


* Taking it for granted that you had 
croſſed the country for Worceſterſhire, I 


want on to the county town, making 


C 3 every 
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every enquiry after you I could ſuggeſt, 
but without any ſucceſs. 


{© I proceeded afterwards at random, 


traverſing Herefordſhire, Shropſhire, and 
a part of Wales, but ſtill getting no intelli- 


gence of you, I began to think ſome fatal 


accident muſt have happened, or that you 
had given yourſelf up to ſorrow, ſolitude, 
and deſpair, in ſome bye corner, totally 
out of the way, and hid from the ſociety 
of the world. — Great and noble ſpirits 


frequently falling a prey to melancholy, 


after having experienced, in a peculiar 
and a very high degree, ſome {ſhocking 
inſtances of the folly and baſeneſs of 


mankind. 


Thus perplexed, fatigued, and tired 
out of all patience, in my wanderings in 
ſearch of you, I was returning home, 
when, through the influence of a capri- 
cious turn in the mind of a man of ſorrow, 
I was 
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I was ſtruck with the lonely ſituation of this 


houſe, and came to an inſtant reſolution 
of ſtopping here for the remainder of the 
day, in order to try if I could aſſuage my 
agitated feelings by the retired beauty 
and compoſure of its ſituation. — When, 
Oh! the gracious interference of provi- 
dence, in all the affairs of the juit ! I had 
the immediate and moſt tranſporting 
pleaſure of finding you in the nme 
houſe upon the green. 


—* And now, you runagate, tell me 


how you have diſpoſed of yourſelf ſince 


you left St. Albans, and in particular, and 
firſt of all, how it ſo happened that the 
common news in the London papers, of 
my ſucceſsſul ſettling of the affairs con- 
cerning you before the magiſtrates, did not 
convince you of your ſafety from the 
law, and excite ydu to an immediate re- 


turn to town.” 


C4 Upon 
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Upon this eager requeſt of Gonzalo s, 
at the concluſion of his ſtory, I conciſely 
acquainted him with the manner of my 
retirement, as before deſcribed, and that 
during the whole time of my retreat 1 


had never ſeen a London or any other 


newſpaper, ſo entirely had I ſecluded 
myſelf from all human intercourſe and 


intelligence, and in a ſequeſtered ſcenery, 


where none, except a weekly, local, coun- 
try paper was to be found.” 


At this inſtant, Gonzalo's return from 
his walk through another part of the Lea- 
ſowes, as before mentioned, put an end, 


for the preſent, to Ferdinand's intended re- 
lation of the occurrences which happened 


from the time of his meeting with his 
friend at the Hundred Houſe, until their 


arrival together at the Virgil's Grave of 
Shenſtone, and their ſudden, and yet un- 


accountable ſurpriſe of Miranda, and her 
little crooked-backed, bandy legged com- 
panion Hflatus. I, the 
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I, the ſaid Inflatus, who am now ſpeaking 


in my own perſon, and to my particular 


affairs, was highly pleaſed with the atten- 


tion {till paid to ſuch an inſignificant crea- 
ture, by a preſſing invitation to ſpend the 

day with this delightful party, and to 
accompany them the next morning to 


Hayley. 


As this invitation did not at all interfere 
with my original deſign, but rather ſeemed 
to promote it, in conſequence of many 
intereſting events, and more happy ones, 
which the concluſion of the preceding 
adventures might produce, I joyfully 
entered into their propoſal. 


I retired with them from the Lover's 
Walk, I dined with them at the gentle- 
man's ſeat near Mucklow-Hill, I acted 
the part of the buffoon of the feaſt with 
infinite applauſe, I found myſelf to be 


looked upon, by all of them, as a great 
C5 acquiſition 
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acquiſition to the revelry and delights 
which appeared to be at hand, and I pro- 
miſed myſelf a thouſand tranſporting plea- 
ſures in my excurſion with them, on the 
morrow, to the celebrated ſcenes and re- 
ſorts of Hagley Park, after I had been fo 
very much entertained by them in the 
Leaſowes. 
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AMAZING AND BRILLIANT PROGRESS OHC 
INFLATUS, FROM THE LEASOWES TO HAGLEY, 


WW HO would have thought it! 1 

exclaimed, as I was ruminating 
upon the foregoing ſtories and adventures, 
that ſuch a little ſtrange inſignificant puppy 
in appearance as myſelf, ſhould not only 
have arrived to the honour of being ad- 
mitted into the company of perſons and 


characters ſo far his ſuperiors and exalted 


above him, but that he ſhould be preſſed 
to continue among them, with all the 


marks of a peculiar and obliging attention, 
as a Principal object of their notice, whom 


they wiſhed to gratify with a deſcription 
of all their concerns, 


After conſidering theſe matters on my 


retiring to my bed, I concluded that my 


conſequence to the parties had been de- 
rived 
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rived from the extreme abſurdity of my 
figure and- exploits, upon my firſt en- 
counter with the nymphs upon the lawn 
in front of the elegant ſeat near Mucklow 
Hill, in the preſence of the then unhappy 

Miranda, who, from a compariſon of my 
+ eaſe with her own, which ſhould always 
occur to the minds of the wretched, ſhe 
ſought comfort to herſelf in my deſpiſed 
and contemptible ſituation, by a ſudden 
determinationtobe immediately acquainted 
with my motives for expoſing myſelf to 
the world in ſuch a whimſical and truly 
ridiculous ſtyle, and that from her appro- 
bation of the account I gave her of my 
actions I became a ſort of favourite with 
her, and of courſe ſuch an intereſting object 
to her friends, which I ſhould never have 
accompliſhed by any other means than 
by the very circumſtance above adverted 
to, of my being ſuch a little ſtrange inſig. 
nificant puppy in appearance as I was — 
A thing, whoſe perſonal defects and the 
[2 1 extra- 


INFLATU 8. 6r 


extravagant face he put upon them, 

exciting only curioſity at firſt, had led him 
through a train of favourable incidents to 

his preſent ſtate of importance. 


After ſleeping ſoundly in a truckle bed 
which the maids had put me in; for no- 
body would ſuffer me to retire to my inn, 
notwithſtanding the gentleman's houſe was 
crouded with company, I aroſe early in 
the morning. the prince of Marmoſets— 
the hero of the tribe of dwarfs — as full of 
ſpirits, tricks, and activity, as the nimble 
ſquirrel upon the branches of the ſtately 
oak, the lambkin upon the banks of the 
decayed fortreſs, or the young goat n 
the Welch mountain. 


Impelled by the gaiety of my mind, I 
hid my cocked hat, and putting a furred 
travelling cap upon my head which I had 
found in the houſe, 1 mounted up the 
- ample ſides of a tall elm that ſtood upon 


Mucklow 


62 FLIGHTS OF 


Mucklow Hill, and gaining a convenient 
Gtuation near the top of it for taking a 
view of the grandeſt proſpect about the 
Leaſowes, to the greateſt and moſt elevated 
advantage, I was ſurpriſed and charmed 
with the ſight of the fineſt and moſt exten- 
ſive diſplay of hills, dales, woods, fields, 
hwns, and far diſtant mountains, which I 
had ever beheld; and I fancied to myſelf 
that I was the firſt monkey upon a tree that 
had ever been ſtruck with the leaſt degree 


of aſtoniſhment, on its being enabled to be- 


hold at once, and in ſo diſtinguiſhed a light, 
ſuch a conſiderable and wonderful part of 
the glorious works of the Creator, 


As J had got upon this tree unobſerved by 
any one, ſome time before the party I was 
to accompany to Hagley were ſtirring, I 
was miſſed by them on their coming dawn 
ſtairs to breakfaſt, and inquired aſter with 
the fame concern and anxiety as a fine 


1 would ä the loſs of one of my 
ſeeming 
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ſeeming brethren or her favourite lap» 
dog. 


Miranda was out of all patience, under 
the idea that I had given her the ſlip, in 
conſequence of my not chuſing to have any 
more to do with the diſcipline of the 
nymphs, who as the thought had already 
almoſt worried me to death in the manner 
of unlucky boys, that play with and teaze 
any trifling ſportive thing they can lay 
hold of until they deſtroy it. | 


1 had the very great pleaſure while I 
continued rooſted upon the tree above-men=- 
tioned, to over-hear and ſee all the rout 
that was made after me on my ſuppoſed 
loſs, my fituation being near to and com- 
manding a complete view of every thing 
which paſt, 


The ſervant girls were called out upon 
the lawn in front of the houſe, and 
8 rated 
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rated for their negligence in letting me 
eſcape, and Miranda, with the jocund 
nymphs of her train, ran about the pre- 
miſes like furies in ſearch of me, while 


Ferdinand, Gonzalo, and the gentleman our 
benevolent hoſt, ruſhed upon the lawn to 
ſee the event ; and though they could not 


help laughing at the folly of the ſcene, 
they ſeemed exceedingly diſappointed in 
the additional entertainment they had 
propoſed to themſelves, by taking me with 


them to Hagley. 


Thus, from theſe ſtrong appearances in 


my favour and in my ſuppoſed abſence, I 


was perfectly ſatisfied with my importance 


to the party, and entirely convinced, with- 


out the leaſt doubts hankering upon my 
thoughts or ſurmiſes, that I was ruly 
reſpected, and that I had really gained 
the hearts of the whole aſſemblage, as far 


as hearts were to be gained by ſuch an 
5 unpro- 
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unpromiſing object for that purpoſe, as I 
have ſo repeatedly deſcribed myſelf to be. 


They had given up the ſearch and 
were advanced upon the hill directly under 
me, ſorely lamenting my loſs, and blaming 
me much for my abrupt departure after 
I had been treated in ſuch a friendly and 
reſpectful manner, when a ſmall bough 
breaking which I had placed my foot upon 
in the tree, cauſed a great buſtle among 
the branches, before I could gain my 


equipoiſe and fix myſelf properly, or 


eſcape from tumbling headlong upon the 
ground. However, my activity prevented 
my fall, and I crept to a more ſnug and 
ſecure birth. 


| The crack of the bough and the ruſtling 
and diſturbance I made, drew the atten- 
tion of the company to a cireumſtance 
which they thought very extraordinary, 
for as they could ſee nobody nor make 
any 


Lo 
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any one give an anſwer, they concluded 
that ſome large tired bird of paſſage had 


lit upon the tree, and being alarmed at 


their appearance below, it had endeavoured 
to ſcreen itſelf from obſervation i in a more 
ſecure ſituation. 


Urged by this miſtaken notion, they 
immediately ſent for all the guns in the 
houſe, with a deſign to take or ſhoot the 
hapleſs creature; and ordering a ſervant 
man to advance up the tree to ſeize or to 
rouſe the ſuppoſed game, and to force it 
tocontinue its flight, the gentlemen placed 
themſelves at ſuch equal diſtances round 
the tree as to enſure to ſome of them a fair 
{hot at the bird as it flew, while Miranda 
cried ſhame upon them for their cruelty, 
and the ſprightly laſſes her attendants not 
as yet having their minds ſoſtened by 
calamity or the tender paſſion of love, 
enjoyed the promiſed ſport with infinite 
delight and the moſt eager expectat ion. 

Upon 
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Upon their ſending for the guns I was 
exceedingly alarmed, and was going to 
diſcover myſelf, but immediately perceiv- 
ing their intention was not to ſhoot at 
me at random in the tree, but to wait 
until I took wing, I concluded myſelf to 
be perfectly ſafe on that account, for 
though I hadflights in my head which car- 
ried me into my preſent dangerous ſituation, 
I had no wings to my ſhoulders to convey 
me through the air, and to give them the 
wiſhed for opportunity of exercifing their 
{kill upon me with their fowling pieces. 


But that I might not run the hazard of 
exciting them to a ſhot at me upon the 
tree by any movements of my own, as the 
man was climbing it, I kept myſelf as wary 
and as cloſe as a ſquatted hare ſurrounded 
and beſet by her enemies, until his 
approach near to me chaſed away my 
apprehenſions from the guns, and I boldly 


— upon his back, which preſented 
itſelf 
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nlelf to me as he was pulling himſelf up 
and entangled among the boughs. 


The man, not obſerving me before, 
wondered what the devil he had got cling- 
ing to his ſhoulders, and imagining it to be 
fome monſter or other from a glance at 


my furred head, he roared out moſt bit- 


terly for aſſiſtance, while I ſtuck to him as 
faſt as a leech, as he with great haſte and 


in the utmoſt perturbation of ſpirits carried 


me to the bottom, and expoſed himſelf 
to the laugh and deriſion of the company 
by his abaſhed and fooliſh looks upon 
the diſcovery of his miſtake. 

The applauſe I met with in conſequence 
of this exploit, trifling as it may appear to 
the ſaturnine, grave, and heavy lumps of 
the creation, begotten. and foſtered amidſt 
the fogs of November, elevated me to a 
pitch of enthuſiaſm, and on my being led 
in triumph to the houſe, as the firſt of 
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pigmy heroes and adventurers upon re- 
cord, by a collection of the moſt admirable 


gentlemen, and the fineſt young women 
in the world, I exerciſed the whole artil- 


lery of my riſible talents ſo much to 
their ſatisfaction, that they voted, in a 
ludicrous manner,” the cap to me; 'with 
which I had terrified the poor fellow, as 
an honorary reward, and that I ſhould 
wear it as an excellent addition to my 
ridiculous figure, upon all occaſions which 
might offer to promote merriment and 
laughter, thoſe delightful ingredients 
among the ſtimulatives toſtir up the blood, 
and drive away the Screech-Owl from: 
the door. 


To be always wiſe, or to affect to be ſo, 
which is oftener the caſe, is a dreadful 
thing : and, when in twenty inſtances to 
one of theſe attempts, dulneſs holds the 
balance, and triumphs at the expence of 
the ſage, folly comes in as a ſeaſonable 

relief 
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relief to the painful affectation of wiſdom, 
and with her ſportive triflles ſhe amuſes 
and paſſes away the time that would other- 
wiſe have been employed in a grave and 
folemn diſſertation upon nothing. 


This every man of obſervation muſt 
have experienced many and many a time, 
upon his mixing with ſociety, over the 
bottle, when dull unintereſting talk having 
borne down the company towards the 
unfathomable depths of the bathos of con- 
verſation, folly, in the ſhape of ſome 
ſprightly mimic or droll, has ſtepped into 
the oppoſite fcale, and, by his ſportive, 
and, perhaps, extremely ridiculous tricks, 
he has turned the beam, and prevented 
them from being utterly loſt among the 
regions of the god of fleep. 


But it is the moſt laughable circumſtance 
in nature to ſee how extremely averſe the 
drones I am ſpeaking of are to the relief 

adminiſtered 
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adminiſtered to them, and what objections 
they will make to the means of their re- 
covery from ſuch a dreadful ſituation into 
which they were plunging themſelves: 
for they look upon the efforts of their 
ſaviour from the hands of Morpheus, as 
an impertinent interruption to their paſ- 
ſage to the realms of the god, and eye 
the droll and his encouragers with the 
moſt ſleepy inattention and diſlike, until 
they are compelled to join in the laugh 
and folly of the ſcene. 


There is no ſituation, reſpecting the ſo- 
cial intercourſe of men, except the one I 
am here alluding to, which would render 
the interpoſition of ſome lively foolery ſo 
neceſſary and diverting as it ſo frequently 
happens to be; and I have often found 
myſelf to be the happy means (merely 
through no other merit in the world than 
my extraordinary figure, and the extrava-. 


gant manner of my expoſing it to ridicule) 
of 
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of rouſing the above-mentioned labourers 
in the mazes of darkneſs and ſtupefaction 
from the moſt lethargic ſtate conceivable, 
into ſomething like a participation in the 
mirth, gaiety, and good humour obtruded 
upon them. 


— And thus much in vindication of 
buffoonery—for where wit is ſo ſcarce, and 
laugh is ſo neceſſary, we ought to have re- 
courſe to any thing which is innocent, rather 
than to loſe ſuch a valuable cheerer of the 
heart: and when I hear a man ſay he has 
laughed himſelf almoſt into convulſions, 
at the repreſentation of the moſt filly, non- 
ſenſical, and ridiculous farce imaginable, 
J aſk him if it had not anſwered all the 
purpoſes for which it was preſented to 
him, notwithſtanding its being barren of 
genuine wit, which is an ingredient ſel- 
dom to be found in any compoſition, and 
as ſeldom properly underſtood or reliſhed 


by an audience. 
But 


2 
Py. 


But to proceed — 


Ferdinand and Gonzalo having left their 


ſervants and horſes at an inn at Hales 


Owen, with orders to their men to remain 
there until their return from a walk to 
view the Leaſowes, which produced the 


happy diſcovery of Miranda and her littte 


ſlave Inflatus, and its conſequences, as amply 


ſet forth and deſcribed in the preceding 


chapters, they ſent for them as ſoon as 
they aroſe in the morning, and immedi- 
ately upon our return to the houſe from 
my adventure upon the tree, I had the 
extreme ſatisfaction to behold the gallant 
youth, the faithful ſharer with Ferdinand 
in all his dangers and difficulties in his 


flight with him from St. Aibans to the 


Hundred Houſe, and I was highly de- 
lighted with the warm reception he met 
with, and the great encomiums paſt upon 
him for his fidelity by Miranda and the 


company, who had heard the account of 


Vol. IL D his 


— 
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j his bravery, but more ſo with-the modeſt 
| behaviour of the youth himſelf, who ap- 
peared to me a perfect ſemblance of the 
ſublime in heroiſm, in his not diſcovering 
the ſmalleſt marks of triumph or preſump- 
tion upon an occaſion which would have 
turned the heads of moſt perſons in his 
ſituation, and have cauſed them by their 
vain-glory, on receiving ſo much ſincere 
' praiſe for their actions, to ſully and wither 
the laurels that were forced upon them, 
and fixed upon their brows. 


Inſtead of any tokens of arrogance, after 
having performed great exploits, which 
has þeen the ruin of many of the firſt of 
heroes in the world, this young man ſhewed 
no other ſigns in the preſence of his ap- 
plauders, but abaſhed, confuſed looks of 
ſhame, at being ſo highly commended, 
and on his retiring from a ſituation ſeem- 
-ingly ſo irkſome to him, I followed him 


into a ſtable, and ſound him leaning upon 
=P his 
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his horſe in the moſt violent agitation, 
and giving vent to his honeſt feelings by 
a ſhower of tears which burſt from his 
eyes, and plainly indicated to me, the 
extreme diffidence of the youth, and the 
real gratitude of a heart oppreſſed and 
overwhelmed with ſo glorious and ſuch 
an unexpected reward for his ſervices. 


There is ſomething ſo agreeable to the 
mind in change of place, though ſimilar 
in beauty of ſituation, that as Ferdinand and 
Gonzalo had never beheld the elegant Park 
of Hagley, the gentleman and his family 
propoſed to themſelves great pleaſure in 
taking with them a cold coliation, and 
dining upon a lawn in the Park, which 
could not boaſt of a ſuperior ſite to that 
on which they reſided, 


Every preparation for this excurſion 
had been made with the higheſt hopes 
of a joyful and happy day. All was alert- 
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| neſs, gaiety, and good-humour, and the 


heavens ſmiled upon us with the kind 


looks of a cheerful animating ſun, and the 
proſpect of ſerene and fine weather. 


For the purpoſe of convenience a light 
pavilion was placed upon the top of a 


capacious coach, with ſome camp ſtools, 
which double up into a ſmall compaſs. 


The collation, which conſiſted only of a 
large cold rump of beef and other com- 
mon articles, with pewter plates, &c. &c. 


were put into the boot, and a jocund 


laugh and merriment went round at the 


novelty of the proceedings — a continued 


and uninterrupted ſeries of refined luxury 


becoming ſtale and inſipid, by repetitign, 
and making a ſcene of the preſent {imple 
fort of the greateſt conſequence, to vary 
and enliven the tedious time that lingers 
ſo fluggiſhly in its conveyance of the 
pampered ſons of the earth through the 
Rorehouſes of plenty, to a brave and gal- 
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ant feſtival indeed! a ſumptuous feaſt for 
the worms!!! 


Theſe lat refletions, which I have 
ſtumbled upon unawares, have nothing 
to do with the mannners of the gentleman 
or any perſons preſent upon the occaſion 
of our excurſion to Hagley, for that was 
undertaken, and tlie ſimple mode of it reſ- 
pecting our proviſions, from a real delight 
of the whole party in the pleaſures of a 
temperate and modeſt enjoyment of the 
plain, unſophiſticated, neceilaries of life. 


Every thing being adjuſted upon this 
captivating occaſion, Miranda, the lady of 
the manſion, and two nymphs of the 
groves, ſiepped into the coach, which was 
conducted by a jolly coachman, the picture 
of health and plenty, two gay poſtillions, 


and four fine horſes. —Seven other nymphs, 


as beautiful and as lively as the day, dreſſed 
in flowing habits and ſeated upon ſprightly 
D 3 palfreys 
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coach, and in an angelic order, ſeemed to 
be the attendants of ſomething more than 
divine, while Ferdinand, Gonzalo, and the 
Gentleman of the Manſion, riding upon ex- 


ſcene, as they proceeded behind the 
nymphs, truly reſpectable, notwithſtand- 
ing my ridiculous appearance upon A 
friſky poney between them and Ferdinand's 
gloricus ſervant, Gonzalo's man, and two 
ſervants of the gentleman's, well mounted, 
who cloſed the cavalcade. 


Thus the preceſſion went on, giving in- 
finite pleaſure to the behoiders on their 
viewing the elegant coach and ſo many 
delightſul young ladies on horſeback fo 
geaily attired, and with ſuch a gallant reti- 
nue. But my frolickſome devil of a poney, 
as though he were apprized of what a con- 
temptible monkey he had got upon his 
back, and was determined to exhibit him 

in 


palfieys 1 capariſoned, followed tlie 


cellent hunters, gave a conſequence to the 
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in the moſt ludicrous way he could deviſe, 
began to rear and flounce, and friſk his 
long tail about my ears in ſuch a violent 
manner, that before we had got to Hales- 
Owen on our way to Hagley, he threw 
every thing into diſorder, at one time 
running away with me full daſh among 
the nympths, cauſing them to ſcream and to 
call ſor aſſiſtance, then driving me againſt 
any thing to the right or leſt of him that 
he could make uſe of to diſtreſs me, while 


I, ſcorning to be diſmayed at his proceed- 
ings, for he had me entirely in my own 


element, as a thing that was not eaſily to 
be thrown or diſlodged from any difficult 
ſituation, clung faſt to him, and giving 
my fierce cocked hat a knock to keep it on, 
and ſaſtening in one hand the bridle, and 
with the other and my taſſelled ſooliſh- 
looking cane beating the raſcal about the 
head, the ſides, or any where to annoy 
him, I ſoon brought the villain to a ſenſe 
of his duty, and ſo far at leaſt to a know- 

D 4 ledge 
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ledge of his miſtaken notions of his * 
that whatever ſilly and trifling creature in 
appearance he might be he was not to be 
ſtung— ſo the rogue fell into his place of 
his own accord, and carried me in the moſt 
in2gnifcent ſtyle the remainder of the 
way, prancing and ſhewing me off to the 
Leſt advantage as an amends for his for- 
mer miſdemeanours. 


In this ſtate we went on through Hales- 
Owen. — The firſt approach of the com- 
pany, until it came to my turn to be ex- 
inbited, created delight and reverence in 
the minds of the inhabitants, who ruſhed 
to their doors, windows, and into the 
Liceis, to look at ſuch a fplendid appear- 
ance, but upon the ſight of me, ( ſtuck 
like a mammet upon a poney, figuring 
away with my cane, cocked hat, and long 
tail, and putting on the moſt ludicrous 
face of importance imaginable, while the 


peney danced and ſprang, and bridled its 
liead 
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head, ſtill keeping its place; and the diſ- 
tance between the gentlemen and the ſer- 
vants to itſelf, as though it were jealous 
of any encroachments upon its own and 
its rider's ſuperior claim to reſpect over 
any other part of the cavalcade ) they 
burſt into ſuch an extravagant laughter of 
applauſe and clapping of their hands, 
that I fairly wreſted the laurels from the 
whole aſſemblage, and ( by my great 
condeſcenſion and the elegant mode of 
returning my compliments to the people, 
with bows upon the largeſt ſcale like a 
brave and gallant officer) I won the prize 
of victory from my competitors, the loud 
ſhouts and acclamations of the clodpolls 
upon the occaſion manifeſting my glorious 
triumph over them all, and the wonderful: 


taſte and ſagacity of my admirers. 


On our arrival, after a five miles ride, 
at a reſpectable inn (though for what rea- 
ſon I can't deviſe, it is called by the no 
I very 
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very promiſing name for elegance, as 2 
tavern, The Tap-Houſe at Hagley ) we met 
with good accommodations ſor ourſelves, 
our people, and our horſes, a large and 
commodious parlour holding us conveni- 
ently enough, during the time the ſer- 
vants were making preparations for our 
intended walk and dinner in the park. 


414 The moſt ſprightly ſcene imaginable 
11 immediately took place, in conſequence 
i} of the great joy of the villagers, who ſoon 
gathered about the ſervants, and were eager 
to aſſiſt them in conveying the pavilion 
and every other neceſſary to their deſtina- 
ration; the novelty of the buſineſs delight- 
ing them beyond all the bounds of mode- 
ration, we had much ado to prevent them 
from crouding upon us in ſuch numbers 
as entirely to diſappoint us, and to put an 
end to our ſcheme. 


However, 
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However, the commanding aſpect and 
deportment of Ferdinand, Gonzalo, and the 
gentleman, kept the generality of them at 
a reſpectful diſtance, whilſt ſome of the 
moſt active and decent youths among them. 
were permitted to give their aſſiſtance; 
ſo the pavillion, with its accompaniments, 
were carried in the moſt correct and joy- 
ful manner to the lawn before an excelleat 
imitation of a ruin or decayed caltle, 
which ſtands almoſt at the farther end of 
the Park, and adjoining to the noble hills 
of Clent, with directions to the men to 
pitch it there, and to put every thing in. 
order againſt our joining them, as we. 
Nowly purſued their ſteps, and enjoyed 
tlie exquiſite pleaſure of contemplating the 
enchanting beauties that ſo raviſhingly 
offered themſelves for our conſideration on. 


our way. 


As we paſt from the Tap-Houſe to the 
avenue that leads to the noble manſion in 


the 
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the Park, the ſight of ſuch a brave ſhow 
of fine women and illuſtrious-looking gen- 
tlemen ſtruck the remaining villagers 
with exceeding admiration, for among 
all the gay parties that ſo frequently viſit 

Hagley, they ſeemed to have never be- 
held ſuch a divine aſſemblage before; and 
among their comments and ſurmiſes con- 
cerning us, which we overheard, they ſaid 
we muſt be monſtrous great folks indeed; 
and as I ſtepped over the ſtile after the 
reſt, and preſented my crooked back to 
them, they fwore, with a horſe-laugh, 
that there was, moſt alluredly, a LoRo 
in the company. 


CHAP, 
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THE PARK. 


Carafe cal "repreſentations in the Alcoue 
Scenery and its vicinity. | 


S ſoon as we had proceeded in the 
higheſt ſpirits, gaiety and laughter, 
through the avenue to the houſe, we were 
ſtruck at once with awe and pleaſure on 
the ſight of ſuch a grand pile of building 
ſo ſubſtantial, yet ſo ſimple and graceful. 


After viewing it with admiration, we 
caſt our eyes up the fine lawn, on the 
ſummit of which ſtands a tall light column 
ſupporting a ſtatue of the late Frederick, 
Prince of Wales, father to his preſent 
Majeſty; but the wonderful and ſublime 
objects that crowded themſelves upon us 
and ſnatched our gazes of rapture a 
thouſand different ways, would not per- 

| mit 
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mit us, through their various and equally 
captivating powers, to give the preference 
to any particular contending glory. 


The fine range of grove down each ſide 
of the ample and ſpreading lawn, the noble 
riſing woods to the right, crowned by the 
ſmooth ſummit of Clent Hills (a ſeeming 
region among the fkies deſigned for the 
ſports of the celeſtials) — the contending 
bravery of Witchberry Hills (towering ſo 
magnificently to the left, with the Temple 
of Theſeus ſeated upon one of their brows, 
and upon another the grand Obeliſk, which 
ſeems to bore its way through the higher 
elements, and to pierce the utmoſt ſtretches: 
of the atmoſphere, together with the gal- 
lant diſplay of the adjacent and ſurround- 
ing woods) forming a perfect picture of a 
combination of every thing (except water, 
which does not occur to you here) that is 
beautiful, elegant, great and aſtoniſhing in 


the creation ! 


We 


N 
0 
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We paſſed from hence impreſſed with 


ſublime ſenſations, until we had ad- 


vanced into the ſhady path that leads to 
the gay Alcove and its decorated ſcenery. 
In this ſituation a tincture of ſober thought- 
ed reflection mingled with the ſublime, 


produced that pleaſing melancholy of the 


mind which ſo forcibly lays in its claim 
to a ſhare in- our delights; — and as if 
nature knowing how needful it was in-her 
to vary her works, and not to oppreſs us 
with a continued infupportable glare and 


grandeur of proſpect, ſhe had formed this 


gloomy ſcene for the purpoſe of relieving 
the imagination from its wild and frantic 
flights, and to lull it and the paſſions into 


the moſt ſerene and ſoft repoſe. 


On our emerging from glimmering 
obſcurity, which in our proceſs we had got 
into (where ſcarce a ray of the ſun was 
permitted to cheer the ſolemnity of the 


place) up the ſteep ſhort aſcent that im- 


mediately 


86 FLIGHTS OF 

mit us, through their various and equally 
captivating powers, to give the preference 
to any particular contending glory. 


'The fine range of grove down each ſide 
of the ample and ſpreading lawn, the noble 
riſing woods to the right, crowned by the 
ſmooth ſummit of Clent Hills (a ſeeming 
region among the fkies deſigned for the 
ſports of the celeſtials) — the contending 
_ bravery of Witchberry Hills (towering ſo 

magnificently to the left, with the Temple 
of Theſeus ſeated upon one of their brows, 
and upon another the grand Obeliſk, which 
ſeems to bore its way through the higher 
elements, and to pierce the utmoſt ſtretches. 
of the atmoſphere, together with the gal- 
lant diſplay of the adjacent and ſurround- 
ing woods) forming a perfect picture of a 
combination of every thing (except water, 
which does not occur to you here) that is 
beautiful, elegant, great and * in 


the creation! 


We 


 INFLATU $% 87 


We paſſed from hence impreſſed with 
ſublime ſenſations, until we had ad- 
vanced into the ſhady path that leads to 
the gay Alcove and its decorated ſcenery. 
In this ſituation a tincture of ſober thought- 
ed reflection mingled with the ſublime, 
produced that pleaſing melancholy of the 
mind which ſo forcibly lays in its claim 
to a ſhare in our delights; — and as if 
nature knowing how needful it was in-her 
to vary her works, and not to oppreſs us 
with a continued inſupportable glare and 
grandeur of proſpect, {ſhe had formed this 
gloomy ſcene for the purpoſe of relieving 
the imagination from its wild and frantic 
flights, and to lull it and the paſſions into 
the moſt ſerene and ſoft repoſe. 


On our emerging from glimmering 
obſcurity, which in our proceſs we had got 
into (where ſcarce a ray of the ſun was 
permitted to cheer the ſolemnity of the 
place) up the ſteep ſhort aſcent that im- 

mediately 


88 FLIGHTS Or 


mediately leads you to the Alcove, we were 
ſtruck on a ſudden with the ideas of the 
fabled powers of necromancy or the magic 
arts ; for ſuch a lively, gay, ſprightly 
poliſhed view, preſſed ſo inſtantaneouſly 
upon our ſight and imaginations, that we 
could not help fancying, however abſurd, 
that nothing but the tricks of a conjurer 
could at once, and as it were by one 
ſtroke of his wand, change the ſcene 
from the rugged and tempeſt ſtricken 
regions below, the haunts of ghoſts and 
hobgoblins, to the roſeate bowers of plea- 
ſure, the reſidence of thoſe happy ſpirits 
whom poetical fiction has ſo laviſhly ex- 
hibited in its 2 dreams and deſcrip- 
tions. 


The wood. nymphs and naiades we ſaw 
with the eye of fancy, in infinite profuſion, 


frolicking among the trees and laving in 


the waters; while the view up the Viſta, 


its laureled decorated banks, its ruſhing 
glitter- 
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glittering caſcades, vivified by the ſun in 
all his glory, and the Rotundo at the 
farther end of it completing the fineſt 
opera- like ſcenery conceivable, threw us 
into inexpreſſible tranſports, and we 
wanted nothing to increaſe our raptures 
but that the illuſion might be realiſed, or 
that ſome kind of ſubſtantial diſplay of 
character in ſuch a charming ſituation for 
the purpoſe might take place of an 
imaginary repreſentation. 


While Miranda, Ferdinand, Gonzalo, the 
gentleman, his lady, and myſelf, were 
fitting in the Alcove amuſing ourſelves 
with the above flights and conſiderations, 
we were in an inſtant ſtruck with the 
raviſhing ſight we had wiſhed for, the real 
appearance of the characters in queſtion, 
in the perſons. of our train of nymphs, 
who, without ' uttering a ſyllable to us of 
their intention, and being well acquainted 
with this delightful ſpot, and how exqui- 

litely - 
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ſitely calculated it was for them to dif- 
cover their taſte and to give a zeſt to the 
pleaſures of the day, they had dreſſed 


themſelves in the morning in the lighteſt 


and moſt fanciful attire they could deviſe, 
and in which they were enabled to aſſume 
any form they pleaſed, covering and con- 
cealing theſe their preparations from our 
notice by the habits in which they rode to 
the inn, and walked from thence to the 
Alcove. 


Our attention being entirely engroſſed 
by the. beauty of the ſcene before us, upon 
our ſeating ourſelves in the Alcove, the 
nymphs taking that advantage, flipped 
away undiſcovered, and throwing oft their 
looſe coats, they appeared in ſuch proper 
fituations to ſurpriſe us, that had it not 
been for the immediate recollection of 
Miranda, who knew the ſportive ingenuity 
of the girls, we ſhould have been ſo far 
faſcinated-as to have been impreſſed with 

the. 


re. or 


the opinions of old, that ſcenes like the 
preſent were actually the haunts of the 
fabulous but the raviſhing objects deſcribed 
in the ancient Mythology. ä 

On a convenient ſituation at a propey 
diſtance from the Alcove, and between it 
and the Rotundo above (while the ſmgoth 
waters and occaſional ruſhing caſcades, the 
muſing tranquillity of the ſcene and the 
pictureſque view to the extremity, all con- 
ſpiring to prepare the imaginations of the 
ſpectators for ſomething characteriſtical) 
three of our nymphs perſonating the graces, 
paſſed hand in hand over the bank, and 
making an heavenly obeiſance to us, they 
retired among the adjoining receſſes. leav- 
ing us in wonder and delight at their per- 
fect reſemblance of thoſe chaſte and modeſt 
divinities. 


While we were muſing upon this calm 
and ſerene repreſentation, the talleſt and 
* moſt 
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moſt majeſtic of the girls dreſſed like 
Diana, with five nymphs in her train, 
appeared in the Rotundo, which afforded 
us a very ſtriking view of them; and aſter 
ſinging melodiouſly the celebrated ſong 
With hound and with horn we'll waken 


the morn, &c.” they ruſhed from before | 


our eyes, and with the whooping and 
hallooing of the chace they rouſed a for- 
lorn ſtag, that had been hurt and driven 
from his herd of unfeeling companions, 


and being impelled by his preſent fright, 


and luckily bounding over the bank where 
the graces had diſcovered themſelves, pur- 
ſued by our Diana in the attitude of ſhoot- 
ing at him with her bow, and her attendant 
nymphs ringing the woods with their 


ſprightly clamour, preſented to us one of 


the moſt truly imitative ſtrokes of the taſk 
the girls had undertaken that ever was 
beheld, and we were ſo exhilirated with 
the gallantry of their performance that we 
ſhould have joined them in their ſport, had 

we 
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we not been reſtrained by Miranda, who 


declared that by ſo doing we ſhould ſpoil 
it, for that ſhe had no doubt if we would 
have patience, leave them to their own 


ſchemes, and quietly ſit where we was, that 


we {ſhould have more of their fanciful 
exploits in the ſame or in ſome other way 
to charm and divert us. 


No ſooner had Miranda prevailed upon 
us to wait the event, than Diana a ſecond 
time appeared upon the bank over which 
ſhe had purſued the ſtricken ſtag, and as 
an emblem of her great ſkill and ſucceſs, 
ſhe waved a ſemblance of his horns repeat- 
edly over her head before ſhe threw it 
upon the ground, while her attendant 


nymphs ſurrounded her in the moſt tranſ- 


porting triumph, crowning her with 
chaplets, and offering her in token of their 
admiration of this her glorious exploit the 
moſt ſprightly adorat ions, in their animated 


and graceful genuflections and careſſes. 
The 
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The ſituation they were now gathered 
upon preſenting to us a ſtill more ſtriking 
view of them than when they appeared 
at a much greater diſtance in the Rotundo, 
we were infinitely pleaſed. — Our Diana 
turning round to receive the compliments 
and congratulations of her nymphs, diſ- 
playing her bow in her hand, her quiver 
at her back, her robe tucked up, not quite to 
her knees, in conformity to the deſcriptions 
of the goddeſs ſhe perſonated, and her 
nymphs in ' dreſſes calculated for hunting, 
- Exhibited to us a ſcene truly characteriſtical 
and delightful. 


After theſe ceremonies were over, Diana 
ſeeming fatigued and exhauſted, and 
requiring the refreſhment of the bath, her 
nymphs began to unlooſe her robe and to 
prepare themſelves to accompany her. 


Miranda bluſhed and trembled at the 
thought of what they were about, con- 
| ceiving 
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ceiving that they would plunge themſelves 
naked into the water on this fide the bank 
and full in our view, but they ſoon re- 
lieved her from her terrible apprehenſions 
by retiring down the other ſide of it quite 
out of our ſight, but with evident tokens 


of their intention to bathe. 


Upon this circumſtance a thought ſtruck 
me in the head, that although I ſhould 
meet with the fate of Actæon, I would 
nevertheleſs venture to pry into their 
ſecrets, and take a view of them in the 
water whatever might be the conſequence. 


On my intimating my deſign to the 
company in the Alcove, the gentlemen 
were quite delighted with it, and Mirunda, 
after ſome heſitation excited by her mo- 
deſty, gave her conſent to my adventure, 
ſaying, that if the girls were carrying on 
their ſchemes and frolicks in ſuch an extra- 


vagant manner as really to bathe, there 
5: could 
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could be nothing improper in their being 
ſurpriſed and punithed for their temerity, 


by the appearance of ſuch a ng thing as 
I was. 


Thus having obtained leave, I flew 


up the path towards the laſt extraor- 


. dinary exhibition of our nymphs, and 


throwing my cocked hat among their long 
cloaks which I found upon a ſeat in my 
paſſage, and putting on my furred travel- 
ling cap mentioned: before, and which I 
had carried ever ſince in my pocket, I ſtole 
upon them unawares, and found them to 


be doing nothing more than enjoying 


themſelves upon a retired moſſy carpet 
aſter their ſport, and laughing at the dread- 
ful ideas Miranda muſt be ſtruck with on 
beholding them begin to ſtrip as though 
they intended to bathe, andto expoſe them- 
ſelves to the chance of being diſcovered in 
ſuch a ſituation. 


I declare 
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I declare I was never more pleaſed than 


with this trick the girls had put upon us; 
for their preparation to bathe and their 
retiring from the bank had all the effect 
of a perfe reſemblance of the manners of 
Diana and her nymphs after the toils of 
the chace, without their going ſo far out 
of the path of delicacy as really to per- 
form in a place where they might be ſeen, 
that part of the repreſentations of the god- 
dels of chaſtity. 


Perceiving they were beginning to move, 
I bolted from my lurking place and ran 
over the bank before them like a wild 
thing; but though I did not receive the 
puniſhment of Aazon in being turned 
into a ſtag and worried by my own hounds, 
for I had none, yet my intention being as 
audacious as his was, in daring to obtrude 
myſelf upon their privacy, they purſued 
me down the woods to the right of the 


view irom the Alcove; and Diana at the 
Vol. II. E head 
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head of her nymphs ſo ſorely bruiſed me 
upon my ribs with an arrow loaded with 
lead at the end of it, which ſhe ſhot at me, 
that ſhe brought me to the ground, and 
conveyed me in trinmph to the Alcove, 

- amidſt the acclamations of her nymphs, 
and received the warmeſt and moſt ſincere 
thanks and compliments from Miranda and 
the company there, for the great enter- 
tainment which ſhe had given them. 
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We repaired from the Alcove up the 
left ſide of the Viſta towards the Grotto, 
one of the moſt charming muſing receſſes 
in the world ; ſo formed to give a placid 
delight after ſuch a gay, lively, and flaſhy 
Tcene as the laſt, that you would wonder 
by what hand or art it was, that it could 
in ſo ſhort a ſpace lead you into ſo different 
a ſcene, yet as full of beauties to engage 
and raviſh your attention as the imagina- 


tion could conceive, or nature in all her 
Various 
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various and unbounded efforts to delight 
and ſurprize could diſplay. 


Diana and her nymphs having per- 
formed their part of our entertainment, 


and being rather over- heated by their ex- 


erciſe, and in danger of taking cold, were 
prevailed upon by the good and careful 
Miranda to put on their looſe cloaks or. 
riding-habits, which they had thrown on 
a ſeat, we were now palling in our way 
to the Grotto; while I, putting my furred 
cap into my pocket, and clapping my 
cocked hat upon my head, looked as fierce 
as ever, nothwithſtanding my ſore ribs 
and the laugh againſt me in confequence 
of my late difaſtrous adventure. 


On our ſtealing down a walk to the en- 


trance of the Grotto, impreſſed by its 


gloom and many muſing objects with ſuit- 


able preparatory reflections, we were {truck 
into a gaze of admiration at the ſtatue of 
E 2 a naked 
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a naked Venus, ſeemingly juſt emerged 
from the waters, and endeavouring with 
her hands to conceal ſome trifling things 
(which, however, ought not to be ſeen) 
from our obſervation ; attended by the 
nymphs who perſonated the Graces, not 
quite naked as Venus was, but in ſimple 
veſtments that corroborated with the idea, 
and gave a natural tendency to the illuſion. 


On our nearer approach the Graces 


haſtily covering themſelves with their long 


light robes, dreſſed the ſeemingly ſhudder- 


ing, frighted goddeſs in the moſt fanciful 
decorated way, charming and pleaſing us 


with their beautiful and correct repreſenta- 


tion of ſuch celebrated objects of poetical 
fiction, as Venus attired by the Graces.” 


After loſing ourſelves for ſome time in 
this delightful region of the harmleſs, 
chaſte, and diverting fabled- ſpirits, we 
left it and proceeded to the bank npon 

which 
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which the Graces had firſt appeared, and 
from whence the Alcove at the bottom 
and the Rotundo at the top of the Viſta 
are ſeen in great beauty. 


The brilliant vivacity of this ſcene, 
after the pleaſing melancholy of the laſt, 
having a powerful effect upon the mind 
and the feelings, in exciting gay ideas, our 
inſpired nymplis retiring and throwing off 
their clokes, exhibited to us to admiration 
their animated frolicks in the adjoining 
wood and lawn, in the following charming 
way. ; 


While Miranda, the lady, the gentlemen, 
and myſelf, were enjoying the enchanting 
proſpect before us, upon ſeats round an 
ancient venerable oak, and in other places 
near it, our whole train of nymphs to the 
number of nine appeared repreſenting the 
muſes chanting forth heavenly ſtrains of 
muſic in a portico under the noble wocd, 

E 3 quite 
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quite within our hearing and full in our 
View. 


As if ſtricken by the ſight and ſounds 
with an impulſe more than divine, we 
exclaimed, was ever any thing ſo beavenly, 
ſo rapturous, fo captivating, as this won- 
derful additional beauty the girls admini- 
ſter to the charms of the ſcene before 
ns! — ſo perfectly in uniſon with it !— 
ſo exquiſitely delightful ! — How amaz- 
ingly ſuperior to all other muſic, we 
cried, is the ſound of the human voice! 


Aſter ſoothing the tranſports of our 
minds by the ſweet and compoſing har- 
mony of their voices, they withdrew from 
the portico, and all was huſhed into a 
dream, a viſionary filence ; while the 
traces they had left upon our imaginations 
turned their appearance into the genuine 
objects they had perſonated. 


We 
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We did not remain long abſorbed in 
this Elyſian illuſion before we received 
farther proofs of the powers and genius 
of our nymphs to awaken our attention 
to their proceedings, and to impreſs us 
ſtil!l more with the real, not imaginary, 
reſidence in this delightful Park of the 
whole aſſemblage of the rural divinities. 


From the wood that riſes in a grand and 
elevated diſplay above the Portico, and 
falls down on each fide of the fine lawn be- 
fore it, forming a complete amphitheatre, a 
commingled powerful ſound of melodious 
voices iſſuing at one and the ſame time, ſo 
filled the ſcene we were now in with 
muſic, ſo diverſified, and in ſuch different 
and diſtant ſituations, yet ſo combined and 
conſpiring to ſwell and multiply its ſounds 

through every quarter, echo rebounding. 
upon echo, that it produced the moſt 

lively impreſſions upon the fancy of a per- 


fect and raviſhing region of enchantment. 
1 3 
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Aſter tranſporting us for ſome time, 
with this fine, full and extatic harmony, 
vehich pervaded the woods, flew through 
the air, fell upon the waters, and loſt itſelf 
among the diſtant hills and dales, they 
cloſed their inimitable performance with 
the moſt bewitching train of reſponſive 
tones, each anſwering each, while the 
delighted echo joining diſtinaly in this 
part of the concert, increaſed the number 
of voices during the pauſes, ſrom nine to 
almoſt an inexhauſtible reiteration of the 
lovelieſt modulation of ſounds that ever 
was heard ; and we could not help noticing 


in particular, with what judgment our 


nymphs had taken the preſent oppor- 
tunity of indulging us with their muſic, 
when the ſummer was ſo far advanced 
that the fineſt warblers of the woods were 
filent, and could only te, like ourſelves, the 
raviſhed liſteners to a modeſt attempt of 
the girls as ſubſtitutes to the birds, for 


their and our delight and approbation. 
When 
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When the above ſhort, interrupted, 
captivating ſtrains, courting and receiving 
the die-away reſponſes of the charming 
echo were loſt, and we were left in a pro- 
found ſilence of the moſt ſerene medita- 
tions which the ſoft and ſoothing im- 
preſſions upon the fancy could ſuggeſt, 
our girls raiſed us from this ſober dream 
of the imagination by their appearance at 
the edge of the wood, and in different 
ſituations among the trees, in the character 
of the wood nymphs, with the moſt ſtriking 


effect, to operate upon minds which they 


had ſo well prepared for ſuch a repre- 
fentation. | 


From their cautious and circumſpect de- 


meanour, when they advanced near the 


lawn, and their peeping from behind the 
trees, and running to and fro to conceal 
themſelves upon every alarm, as if frighted 
to death, leſt ſome rogue of a god ſhould 


diſcover them, and attempt to run them 


E 5 down 
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down and rob them of their virginity ; I 
took it intomy own head to turn myſelf into 
a ſatyr, at leaſt, and to try if I could not bear 
a conſiſtent part in an attempt to ſeize the 
ſmalleſt of them, who I obſerved to be at 
a great diſtance from any of the reſt, and 
to puniſh her, as the moſt forward of 
them all, in the liberties which they had 
taken with me in the Leaſowes. 


I. therefore, flipped away from my 
company, who were too deeply engaged 
in their attention to the nymphs to mind 
what I was about, and creeping into the 
wood and putting on my furred cap, I 
ſoon got near to her unperceived : but 
before I could lay hold of her ſhe deſcried 
me; and as I had threatened her with 
fome rough treatment for her former im- 
pudence whenever I could find her alone, 
ſhe fled from me for ſhelter with great 
precipitation, while I, determined upon 
my revenge, marked the way ſhe took, 

and 
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and purſued her with ſuch vigour and 
ſucceſs that like a vile ſatyr catching a 
ſtrayed nymph,” J mauled her moſt con- 
foundedly, and raviſhed a hundred kiſſes 
from her lips before ſhe could, by her 
cries, bring. the reſt to her relief from the 
careſſes of ſuch a frivolous, provoking. 
little monſter. 


The ſcreams of the nymph I was thus 
clawing unmercifully in a retired dell— 
the ruſhing of the others from different 
| receſſes in the wood, ſome of them run- 
ning acroſs the lawn, it being the neareſt 
way to the point from whence the cry 
iſſued, and quite in the view of the com- 
pany, formed a ſcene of hurry, anxiety, 
and expectation concerning the fate of the 
poor nymph: ſo truly characteriſtical that 
Miranda, as I afterwards found, diſcovered 
the utmoſt horror and affright, ſo natural 
to her ſex upon ſuch a terrible occaſion ;. 


ſo ſtrongly was ſhe affected by the moſt 
„ violent 
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= violent impreſſions of the reality of the 
" | appearance, and that ſome ſavage or other 
5 was actually raviſhing one of the girls. 


1 But upon their drawing me out of the 
0 Dell, and preſenting me, buffetted and 
19 cuffed by their cruel hands, upon the 
5 | Lawn before her, the horror and confuſion 
id of the laſt ſcene was immediately turned 4 
il into ſuch a laughable concluſion of it, that 2 
1 though I was whipped very ſeverely at 
. the inſtigation of the enraged nymph I had 
'" been wreaking my vengeance upon, with 
| rods which ſhe had ſnatched from the 
SY branches of the trees for that purpoſe, I 
i: ſoon received the general applauſe of the 
whole company, on their aſſembling and 
| ſeating themſelves in their firſt ſituation 
1 upon the Lawn, as the hero of the pre- 
ceding exhibition of the girls as wood 
nymphs, in rendering the cataſtrophe of it 
perfect and complete by my perilous un- 
dertaking and adventure as a ſatyr. 
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So much time had been elapſed in the 
preceding repreſentations that we were 
obliged to proceed directly to the Lawn 
before the Ruin to our dinner. — However, 
as we did not intend to come into this 
quarter of the Park again in our farther 
progreſs through it, we could not reſiſt 
the temptation of ſtepping out of our path 
to the Rotundo, which was at no great diſ- 
tance, from whence we enjoyed a view 
of the Alcove at the bottom of the Viſta, 
and its intervening lively ſcenery, with 
as high a reliſh and with as much pleaſure 
as if we had never ſeen them before ; ſo 
truly inexhauſtible are the charms of this 
diſtrict of the Park, as well as of every 


other, that in whatever light or different 


ſituations you behold their wonderful and 
captivating beauties, they are, though the 
ſame, for ever new, and continually engage 
the attention to freſh and unceaſing ob- 
jects to excite and inflame the imagination. 
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CONVIVIAL ENJOYMENTS UPON THE LAWN 
BEFORE THE RUIN. 


ROM the Rotundo we ſoon gained 

the ſummit of this delightful Park, 
upon which ſtands an imitaion of a ruin, 
ſo completely formed to deceive that it 
appears a real and conſiderable remains of 
a decayed Caſtle. 


Immediately before this noble remains 
of antiquity is a ſpacious lawn with fine 
hanging woods upon its ſides, and one of 
the moſt extenſive and delightful proſpects 
preſſes upon your eye over the whole 
domain in front that ever was beheld, 
while innumerable other objects in its 
vicinity are captivating in the higheſt 
degree, 


After 
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After we had in ſome meaſure compoſed 
our tranſports upon this freſh and aſtoniſh- 
ing inſtance of the inceſſant variety of the 
ſcenes of Hagley, we were ſtruck with the 
addition ( trifling as it was) of the Tent 
which our men had pitched upon the 
Lawn directly before the Caſtle — we 
thought it bore a part — that it was ſome- 
what in uniſon with the place—we laughed 
at the conceit — and were perfectly 


happy. 


But as every preparatory information 
ought to be given before we take the 
liberty in a gentleman's park of ſeating 
ourſelves, in ſuch a numerous body, over 
our repaſt, in a pavilion, attended by a 
conſiderable train of ſervants and aſſiſt- 
ants, be it known to all obſervers of deco- 
Tum, that we had obtained a ſpecial licence 
for ſo'doing in conſequence of our having 
fixed upon the Lawn before the Ruin, a 
ſituation in which we could do no injury, 

nor 
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nor impede or interfere with the progreſs 
of other viſiters, ſo large, copious and ab- 
ſtrated was the ſpot upon which we in- 
tended to reſt and take our pleaſure. 


Our noble pavillion, or rather our capa- 
cious light Marquiſe, formed for the pur- 
poſe of keeping off the ſun or an accidental 
ſhower, made a very gallant ſhow. — Our 
men had furniſhed the inſide of it with 
ſuch tables as they could get, to form them 
into a long one, ſufficient to contain the 
company. — The Ruin being deſigned for 
uſe as well as an object of amuſement, was the 
reſidence of the Gamekeeper and his family 
as a lodge ; ſo that they, being mightily 
_ pleaſed with our entertainment, had brought 
out of their apartments many uſeful 
things as ſeats, which with our camp ſtools 
completed our accommodation. — Wines 
and malt liquors we had ordered from the 
Tap-houſe; and never was ſeen a more 
convenient or better regulated preparation 

| for 


6 a 
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for a ſimple rural feſtival, which of all 
things in the world is the moſt pleaſing 
and agreeable entertainment to thoſe who 
are fond of the country, and can reliſh 
the enjoyment of a truly paſtoral repre- 


ſentation. 


As Diana, not being a ſocial goddeſs, 
could not properly be introduced among 
us upon this occaſion, the nymph that per- 
ſonated her in the woods took the head of 
the table in the character of Venus, (who 
by no means can be ſuppoſed to have 


any averſion to ſcenes of joy and feſtivity,) 
and placing the attendant Graces around 
her, and the nymphs on each fide below 


her, with Miranda in conjunction, ſhe 


formed a conſtellation of beauty, infinitely 


beyond the powers of deſcription to dif- 


play.— It was a heavenly ſight to behold — 
for though, from their looſe robe-like 
dreſſes, it was luſcious, yet it was chaſte ; 


and excited no — in the mind but 
what 
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what were purely hymeneal, without the 
ſmalleſt tincture of wanton or profligate 


4 impreſſions. 


But what perplexed me in this revery of 
the fancy among our celeſtials, was to hear 
them call to the manager or head ſervant 
at the fide-table, for large ſlices of the 
rump of beef and to ſee them fall to, in 
conſequence of their morning's exerciſe, 
with the appetite of a ſet, not only of 
mere mortals, but of hearty country- 
wenches after hay-making ! — This cir- 
cumſtance, and their quaffing big tumblers 
of ſmall beer, made a ſad havock of my 
preceding conceptions, and immediately 
turned my celeſtials into what they really 
were—an aſſembly of fine girls, in rural 
revelry, rivalling the fabulous charms of 
the moſt beautiful of the imaginary 
goddeſſes. 


'Thus 
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Thus the fine exhibitions which our 
nymphs had diverted us with in our morn- 
ing's progreſs through the above-deſcribed 
diſtrict of the Park, being cloſed in a very 
neceſſary relaxation from their ſports, and 
a welcome repalt, and a circulation of 
glaſſes of re-animating wines tothe Church, 
the King, the Conſtitution, the noble poſ- 
ſeſſor of Hagley, &c. (which they made 
more lively and captivating by their 
intervening ſongs), having prepared us for 
falling into the pleaſures of plain and amuſ- 
ing narrative, after the preceding violent 


exerciſes of the imagination ; Ferdinand was 


deſired to take up the ſtory of his adven- 
tures from whence he had left it off, as a 
ſeaſonable relief to the fanciful exploits of 
the day ; while the ſerene ſky, the ſoft 
zephyrs, the charming girls, the lovely » 
Miranda, and the reſt of the company, 
liſtened to him with filent attention and 
reſpet. 


CHAP. 
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CONCLUSION or THE ADVENTURES OF- 
FERDINAND AND GONZALO. 


66 I Muſt recal your attention,” faid 

Ferdinand, ** to the ſtory I told you in 
the Lover's Walk of Shenſtone, of the par- 
ticular and unexampled friendſhip of 
Gonzalo in my favour, as a man with whom 
he had no perſonal acquaintance, until he 
found me after a long and painful ſearch 
by mere accident, upon the green at the 
Hundred Houſe. — You will remember, 
that the ſtory of Gonzalo's adventures I 
finiſhed in the Lover's Walk, and that the 


remainder of the occurrences which hap- 


pened to us both, from the time of our 


meeting at the Hundred Houſe, until our 


ſurpriſing you, my Miranda, and your 


little friend in Virgil's Grove, was inter- 


rupted, and conſequently deferred to an- 


other 


— 6 Tut. Aa). di. dhodtrocd 
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ments in the account you are going to give 
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other opportunity by the return of Gonzalo 
from a walk in other ſcenes of the Leaſowes; 
he, as you will recollet, not chuſing 
through an exceſs of modeſty, to be pre- 
ſent at ,a relation of his own moſt noble, 
generous, and diſintereſted actions.” 


<< I beg pardon, my dear Ferdinand,” ſaid 
Gonzalo, ** for interrupting you a ſecond 
time in your narrative, but really, if you 
will over-rate my ſervices in this manner, 
and intend to pay me any more compli- 


the company, of our progreſs from the 
Hundred Houſe to the Virgil's Grove of 
Shenſtone, I muſt retire; not out of any 


affectat ion of my poſſeſſing more modeſty | 


than other people, but purely from a ſin- 
cere conviction of all my powers, that I 
exerted none of them in your cauſe beyond 
the ſtrict line of my duty as a common 
member of the community ; and that if I 


had done any otherwiſe in my fituation 
reſpect- 
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 reſpeRing you, I ſhould have looked upon 
myſelf as a conniver at your deſtruction, 


and conſequently a villain! 


This ſtrong ſentiment fo firmly expreſſed, | 
threw us all into the utmoſt confuſion. — 
Tears guſhed down our cheeks as ra- 
pidly as from a ſudden ſtorm, while our 
agitated ſouls felt the glorious man in all 
the pride of his godlike principles. 


Wonderful! I exclaimed, are the effects 
of different cauſes upon the paſſions, yet 
many of them tending to the ſame thing 
—that is, to delight and to charm! — The 
violent emotions of pleaſure, I continued, 
that aroſe from the preceding fine repre- 
ſentations and exceſſive beauty of our 
nymphs, however raviſhing, are here if 
poſſible, excelled by one ſublime ſtroke of 
the ſentiments of a man of honour, which 


ruſhes through the inmoſt receſſes of the 
| heart, 
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heart, and threatens the _ vitals with 
an extatic ar ad 


Gonzalo bowed to me with a gracious 
ſmile upon his countenance, but with a 
reſpectful wafture of his hand he ſeemed 
earneſtly to wiſh that I would not hurt his 
feelings, by a continuation of my remarks 


in his ue. 


Ferdinand regaining his powers after the 
above grateful interruption of them, pro- 
ceeded in the following manner. 


By the time Gonzalo had concluded 
at the Hundred Houſe the ſtory of his 
adventures, which I related to you in the 
Lover's Walk of Shenſtone, it was growing 
towards the evening, ſo that I prevailed 
upon my friend to accompany me to my 
own retirement among the hills of Aberley, 
and to ſpend a few days with me in that 


delightful receſs, which now roſe in all its 
original 
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original charms before me, in conſequenee 
of the happy turn in my affairs, which he 
had brought and communicated to me. 


„There was nothing wanting now to 
complete my felicity but the recovery of 

my loſt Miranda, for ſo it ſeemed to me 
from the information of my friend, who 
had never been able from the ſtricteſt 
enquiry, to obtain the leaſt knowledge to 
what part of the world {ſhe had fled for 
refuge from the inſults of my enemies, 
who, he found, had very rudely treated 
her immediately after my eſcape from 
town, in conſequence of my affair with the 
Marquis and his friends near Kenſington. 


After enjoying ourſelves in my plea- 
fant retreat among the hills of Aberley, 
with walks and converſations concerning 
the country, and the beſt method we could 
fake in order to find the runaway Miranda, 
we came to the reſolution of proceeding to 

Vol. II. F London, 
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London, where I had no doubt, from my 


poſſeſſing more knowledge of the con- 
nections of this loſt ſheep than Gonzalo, but 
that I ſhould ſoon get a ſcent of her, and 
purſue her to the place in which the had 
concealed herſelf ſeemingly with ſo much 
care and circumſpection, that if I had 
attempted to correſpond with her by 
letter according to my promiſe, none 


of my diſpatches would have reached 


her.” 


A fine ſalvo for your breach of pro- 
miſe have you here trumped up, moft 
ſagacious Sir,” ſaid Miranda, — Do you 
think a woman truly in love has not art 
enough to have herletters of correſpondence 
from her ſwain ſo managed as to eſcape 
the eye of the world, or thoſe concerned 
in their detection, and yet to come ſafe to 
her hands, in whatever remote corner of 
the earth ſhe might have concealed her- 


ſelf? ” 
; « Granted, 
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% Granted, granted!” ſaid Ferdinand, 
ſmiling, but I hope I have given you 
better reaſons than the above for my 
omiſſion.” 


II am ſatisfied — go on,” ſaid Miranda, 
ſighing. 


„Very fortunately for me,” continued 
Ferdinand., Hagley and the Leaſowes 
being in our neighbourhood, and not much 
out of our way on our return to town, 
excited our curiolity juſt to take a view of 
them in our paſſage; but on our arrival at 
the former place to dinner, we were ſo 
ſtraightened with regard to time and my 
eagerneſs, which ruſhed upon me every 
ſucceeding hour with redoubled violence, 
to preſs forwards in ſearcl of greater and 
much more intereſting beauties in the 
perſon of my Mirandu; we.loſt fight of the 
firſt object of our attention and repairecl 
to Hales Owen, contenting ourſelves with 

F 2 the 
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the intervening pleaſurable idea of a walk 

round the Leaſowes, which we could 
manage without any delay in our intended 

firſt day's progreſs. 


As we were heated with our ride on 
our alighting from our horſes at Hales 
Owen, and Gonzalo being accuſtomed to 

wear a light looſe Portugueze cloak over 
His other cloaths, in his travels, he per- 
ſuaded me to throw over my arm the one 
belonging to his fervant, I having a cold, 
in order, by our putting them on in the 

cool grots and watry ſituations, which we 
underſtood were among the greateſt beau- 
ties of the Leaſowes, to prevent any ill 
effects from the damps, on our ſeating 
vurſelves i in thoſe delightful receſſes. 


this We did not chuſe to take our ſervants 
with us to carry our cloaks, until ſuch 
times as we might want them, becauſe we 
withed them to wed at the inn and look 
aſter 
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aſter our horſes; but more eſpecially 
becauſe we did not like to be interrupted 
or accompanied by any attendants, our 
walk being purely to enjoy our own pri- 
vate contemplations upon the beauties 
which would be unfolded to us. 


We entered the Leaſowes at the gate 
upon the right of Virgit's Grove, as we 
afterwards found, and proceeded according 
to the directions we had received from our 
Hoſt at Hales Owen, down the Priory 
Walk, as it 1s called, through the Wood- 
houſe, up to Shepherd's Buſh, and till 
higher, where you find the infcription, 
« To all friends round the Wrekin,” * with. 
that amaſing wen upon this iſland in your 
view, as well as a wonderful proſpect, and 
ſo on to the Lover's Walk; from thence 
up the ſteep aſcent to the avenue at the 
ſummit of the Leaſowes, veering our 


* Wellington Wrekin, Shropſhire. 


F 3. courſe: 
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courſe down tie other fide of the farm, 
until we arrived at the ſmall gate through 
which you enter into the head of Virgil's 
Grove, and near to the Obeliſk dedicated 


to his genius. 


++ Though I have carried you thus 
rapidly round the Leaſowes, not thinking 
it neceſſary to dwell upon the many and 
various beauties of the ſcenes which you 
are ſo well acquainted with, yet you may 
be aſſured we ſtopped at each of them and 
took our fill of delight in the inveſtigation 
of their charms. 


Aſter we had ſatisfied our preſent 
curiofity among the bewitching ſcenes we 
had paſt, and were walking along the path 
that leads to Virgil's Grove, which we 
underſtood to be the laſt and moſt engag- 
ing object in the Leaſowes, I adverted 
to and plagued my friend with a thou- 


; 5 ing 
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ing how bleſſed I ſhould be to live in ſuch 
a delightful ſituation with my adored but 
loſt Miranda: when oh! heavens! on our 
coming to the above-mentioned gate at the 
entrance of the grove, an angelic voice 
which I diſtinctly heard uttering the name 
of Ferdinand, in all the pathos of an attach- 
ment to an unfortunate perſon of that 
name, ſtruck me at once into the moſt 
mute attention, and the extremeit agitated 
feelings of expectation and anxiety. 


+ I waited ſcarcely a minute in this 
painful ſuſpence, before I was convinced 
by the well known voice that it was my 
own Miranda, telling the ſtory of my 
abſence in conſequence of my affair with 
the Marquis and his friends near Ken- 
E ſington, to ſome perſon with her in the 
grove. 5 


* Upon this conviction and being im- 
pelled by the violence of my emotions, I 
F " 20 ſhould. 
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ſhould have inſtantly ruſhed into her 
preſence and have loſt the exceſſive plea- 
fure of hearing her in my ſuppoſed 
abſence, recount her faithful paſſion for 
me, had it not been for the interpoſition 
of Gonzalo, who laying hold of my arm, 
and declaring in a whiſper what an ever- 
laſting bliſs it would afford me, to liſten to 
the whole of what ſhe might now ſay in 
my favour, I forced my immoderate tranſ- 
ports to be at peace, while I devoured each 
ſyllable of my charmer with a ſilent and 

eager attention. 


But her concluding tender expreſſions, 
That ſhe had lived near this grove at a 
place which ſhe mentioned, for a long 
«+ time, or rather waſted her exiſtence in 
a continued train of ſighs and pinings, 
© after her loſt and beloved Ferdinand." 
So involved me in reſpectſul difficulties, 
how I could venture to approach ſuch a 
divine creature, that, * a dead ſilence 

_ enſuing 
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enſuing ſoon. afterwards, I, by the advice 


of Gonzalo, entered the grove with him ing 
diſguiſe, having covered ourſelves with 


dur cloaks for that purpoſe, and conceiving 


it to be the beſt way of conducting our-- 
ſelves in ſo: delicate and intricate a ſitu- 


ation, as fearing, by a too ſudden ſurpriſe 


and diſcovery of her Ferdinand, my Miranda! 


might be thrown into an extacy that might. 


be fatal to her.. 


The horrid effect which our entrance” 


into the grove and falling upon our knees: 
before you, my Miranda, in our diſguiſe, . 
had upon your. apprehenſions, as well as; 
upon the fears and actions of your little 
friend Hiflatus in your cauſe, that we were 
aſſaſſins come there with an intent to 
murder you, muſt be excuſed on our 
parts, under the article of the inſutheiency 
of all human foreſight, however: well! 


intended, to prevent the beſt concerted: 
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ſchemes from terminating in the worſt of 
conſequences. 


e But as the event in this caſe turned out 
quite otherwiſe, and in ſuch a determined 
reſolution in you to die for my fake by 
the hands of your ſuppoſed aſſaſſins, before 
you diſcovered them to be your Ferdinand 
and his friend come to relieve you from 
all your calamities ;—that circumſtance, in 
addition to your former expreſſions of the 
moſt ſincere attachment to me, muſt for 
ever awaken in my mind the precious 
prize 1 hope ſoon to gain, in the eternal 


poſſeſſion of ſuch a loving and beloved 


object of my adoration.” 


Ferdinand having thus concluded the 
ſtory of his and his friend's adventures, 
which originated in his paſſion for Miranda, 
we all cried out with one voice, — The 
prize has been well fought for, and he ſhall 


be put in poſſeſſion of it to-morrow !— 
The 


1 1 L AT . * 
The nuptials of Ferdinand and Miranda ſhall 


be to-morrow! 


Ferdinand leaped for joy at the propoſal 
— Miranda bluſhed — and the nymphs _ 
chanted forth in divine melody the 
ſprightly ſong of ** Haſte to the wedding,” — 
while the delighted echo repeated the glad 
tidings to the ſurrounding enraptured 
elements. 
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CONVERSATION. 


DB RING our progreſs from the 
entrance of the Park, and the repre- 
ſentations of our nymphs in the different 
ſpecified ſcenes of it, until they ended in 
the concluſion of the adventures of Ferdinand 
and Gonzalo upon the lawn before the ruin, 
we met with no interruption from other 
parties crouding upon us, althongh we 
obſerved a company of genteel people 
enjoying our exhibitions: in each of thoſe 
ſcenes, keeping themſelves at the ſame 
time at reſpectful diſtances, and in ſitu- 
ations where they could leaſt moleſt us by 
their appearance. But Miranda's confuſion 
and perplexity in conſequence of the ſud- 
den, joyful, and unanimous determination 
of her friends that ſhe ſhould be married 
on the morrow, cauſing her to ſeek for 
| retire- 
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retirement to conceal her bluſhes from us, 
upon ſuch a terrible alarm to the delicacy 
of her feelings, and our nymphs following - 
her to enjoy her embarraſſment under ſuch 
mighty and diſtreſſing afflictions, ſoon 
brought about us, on our being leſt by 
ourſelves in the Pavilion, four or five 
gentlemen, whom we invited to ſhare with 
ns in what we had to give them. 


Theſe gentlemen inforined us that they 
| had come with the ladies we had obſerved 
to join our own, to take the pleaſures of the 
Park, and afterwards to dine at the inn; 
but on their perceiving the beautiful 
repreſentations of our nymyhs in ſuch 
pleaſing characters, while we ſat in the 
Alcove, they were fo ſtruck with them that 
they had ſent for a baſket of cold viands, 
and ſome wines, reſolving to fee the iſſue 
of ſuch charming exhibitions, but to keep 
themſelves at a diſtance from us, deem- 


ing it the higheſt facrilege to inter- 
| ſere 
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fere with or eneroach upon our amuſe- 


ments; — that they had changed their 


places as we had changed ours, with ſuch 
ſucceſs as to hear and behold every of our 
performances, and to have it in their 
power, by the aſſiſtance of their ſervants, 
to dine very comfortably in a Portico not. 
far from us, while we regaled ourſelves in 
the Pavilion; and that ſeeing our ladies 
retire to take a walk, they had deſired 

their own to go and thank them for their | 
entertainment, while they took the liberty 
of waiting upon the nn for the 


vu ſame . 


We returned theſe gentlemen our civi- 
lities for their compliments, and betook 
ourſelves with them to the circulation of 
the glaſs and the pleaſures of converſation, 
after the interruption of both in the no 
leſs entertaining delights of the narrative, 


until our attention was again fixed upon 


the 
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the remarks of an old humouriſt, | in the 
perſon of one of our viſitors. 


As the violent raptures which the ex- 
quiſite beauties of the park. had by this 
time prepared us for a cool and placid 
relief from them by a different ſpecies of 
amuſement, we found ourſelves perfectly 
at eaſe under the following comments and: 
ſtrictures of the above-mentioned. gentle-- 


* 
. e 5 


The circumſtance that led us into the 
particular deſcription, among many others, 
which I think worth relating, was a turn 
in the-converſation to the opulence of this 
country, and the numerous gay parties: 
compoſed of tradeſmen that viſit Hagley, 
in a ſtile equal if not ſuperior to many 
gentlemen of rank and large poſſeſſions. 


The 
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The perſon here alluded to ſeemed to 
be hurt at the encroachments as he called 
them, of people in trade upon the prero- 
gatives of gentlemen; that there was now, 


he ſaid, no diſtinction among the digni- 


fied and the upſtarts; that every thing was 
at this time upon a level with regard to the 
reſpect formerly paid only to gentlemen ; 
and that, as it might ſo happen in the 
preſent caſe, he continued, of our obtrud- 
ing ourſelves into your company, that 


_ notwithſtanding your elegant appearance 


here you may be tradeſmen. — I would 
wiſh to give you a little advice and ad- 
moniſhment how you and your fraternity 
ſhould conduct yourſelves upon your 
claims for pre-eminence in the character 
which I will deſcribe to you, of a real 


gentle man. 


While the other gentlemen clapped 
their handkerchiefs to their faces, and 


were 
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were almoſt ſuffocated with a ſtifled laugh 
at the old man's odd addreſs to us; we 
vehemently exclaimed, we are tradeſmen — 


we delight ourſelves in the appellation 
which you gave us — and we ſhall be 


thankful for your advice and admonition. 


2 
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CHARACTER OF A REAL, GENTLEMAN. 
' The Stable-Boy. 


8 \ S this great commercial kingdom, 
ſaid our monitor, is approaching 


towards its grand climaReric, with regard 


to the wealth of its inhabitants, and num- 


| berleſs individuals are grown rich and 


reſpectable, from low and obſcure ſituations 
in life, through their own induſtry and the 
proſperous eſtabliſhment of trade, it may 
not be unbecoming in me, as an old man of 
rank, to admoniſh the freſh men in the 
gentlemanlike ſcenes of luxury, to which 
they have been ſo fuddenly introduced, 
againſt that aſſuming ſpecies of conduct 
which is too apt to overpower their good 
ſenſe, and to mark and diſtinguiſh them 
from the real gentleman, and the man of 
a truly polite education. 


£6 It 
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« It is a juſt and general remark that 
few people can bear good fortune with any 
degree of propriety, ſo that it becomes 
ſtill more neceſſary at this particular zra, 
for me to give a check, if I can, to thoſe 
turbulent paſſions which throw the mind 
into confuſion, on any ſudden ſtart into 
proſperity, riches, or honour. 


„I, who have lived a conſiderable time, 
notwithſtanding my rank, much among the 
public and common ſcenes of this noiſy 
world, can trace ſcores of individuals that 
have been very good ſort of fellows 
when they were on a level in point of 
property with their neighbours, but who, 
I am ſorry to ſay, are very different and 
very ridiculous characters, now that they 
are rich, in conſequence of their not know- 
ing how to put on the gentleman after 
having caſt off their old friends and 


Setting 


| 
j 
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&« Setting aſide the baſeneſs of forgetting 
our old friends, who have not got on in 
the world ſo faſt as ourſelves, the thing 
itſelf is ungentlemanly—a point, no doubt, 
which all our new people of fortune have 


moſtly in view when they ſet up their 


faces, carriages, and liveries in grand diſ- 
play before the aſtoniſhed gazers. 


« Tf inſtead of obtruding themſelves 
with a raſh and heedleſs effrontery into 


the ſociety of gentlemen, bluſtering and 


ſhoving every poor devil out of the way 
who impedes their progreſs to diſtinction 
and reſpect, they would but pay the ſmal- 
leſt attention to the manners of the gentle- 
men with whom they wiſh to be on a 
footing of equality, they will find the very 
direct contrary proceedings to mark and 
eſtabliſh the character of the real gentle- 
man. 


= People 
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People of faſhion, who are born to, 
and poſſeſs hereditary eſtates, never ſhew 
the leaſt contempt for their inferiors, 
however they may deſpiſe them in 
hearts; and their remarkable 
condeſcenſion and affability when they 
happen to mix on public occaſions 
with perſons infinitely beneath them, in 
every reſpect, is the true and genuine 
criterion to judge of the character of a 
real gentleman, and for perſons ſtarting 
out of obſcurity into the blaze of high life, 
to form their models upon. 


I know what is called politeneſs is a 
ſpecies of hypocriſy on all ſides of the 
queſtion, and that while people aſſembled 
together are the moſt civil creatures to one 
another imaginable, they may, and often 
do, with each other hanged at the ſame 
time, yet ſmiles and affability is ſuch a 
pleaſant kind of commerce among man- 


kind that where it paſſes only for what it 
b is — 
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is — which is nothing — none can be de- 
ceived by it but thoſe unwary or ignorant 
people who might be ſilly enough to con- 
ceive that a man really means to give you 
his eſtate, when he ſays, with a moſt open 
and enchanting countenance, he is en- 
tirely devoted to your ſervice. 


There is no quality of the human 
mind that is ſo great and magnanimous 
in this deceitful world, according to my 
ideas of the matter, as the one of ſincerity. 
— But a man may be ſincere and civil 
into the bargain — and I am ſure of it, 
that whatever claims our anceſtors may 
have over their poſterity to downright 
dealings with each other, in their words 
as well as actions, that their words fre- 
quently produced bows, from no cauſes in 
the world but from the want of that urba- 
nity which diſtinguiſhes the manners, in 
general, of this enlightened and poliſhed 
age. | 
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| 4 To be rude, rough. and boiſterous was 


formerly a diſtinguiſhed token of ſincerity, 


and many blockheads, at this day, plume 
themſelves upon being honeſt and ſincere 
characters in conſequence of a behaviour 
which has no claims to any other appella- 
tion but that of f perfect impudence. 


« To conſult the eaſe and comfort of 
the company we mix with—to ſtrive upon 
all occaſions to be agreeable in aur man- 
ners, but never to be offenſive, is certainly 
the characteriſtic of a real gentleman ; and 
this, moſt aſſuredly, may be performed by 
the moſt ordinary capacities for promoting 
the pleaſures of ſociety. 


ef a man finds himſelf unequal to the 
taſk of giving delight to his company by 


his wit or entertaining converſation, he 
may receive that ſatisſaction from others 


which he is unable to give himſelf, and 
acquire, by a reſpectful and an attentive 
deportment 
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deportment, the character of a real gen- 
tleman.“ 


If we were ſurprized at the odd 
manner of the treatment which we had 
met with from the old gentleman, at firſt, 
but whom we ſoon perceived to be a li- 
cenſed man to ſay or do any thing with- 
out offence; we were not leſs pleaſed with 
the candour of his remarks upon the cha- 
racter of the real gentleman, and that 
notwithſtanding his rank, he had no violent 
objection to our mixing ourſelves with 
people of faſhion, ſo that we would but do 
it with ſome degree of deference to them; 
and we again thanked him for the pains he 
had taken with us to teach us our duty, 
without acquainting him that we were not 
tradeſmen ; being perfectly reconciled to 
the extreme honour conferred upon us 
in his taking us for a part of ſuch a reſpecta- 
ble 8 of 2 which are the 
Vol. II. 8 main 
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main ſupport of this great commercial 
kingdom. 


| Gonzalo, however, from a ff peculative 
acquaintance with moſt of the departments 
in this life, either in reſpect to trade or 
any other branches of the different employ- 
ments of men, delineated in true colouring 


the character of a trader, who riſes into a 


ſtate of opulence from the moſt obſcure 
and menial offices, by the following ob- 


ſervations, which he addreſſed to the man 


of rank, who had given us the character of 


the real gentleman. 


« Sir,” ſaid Gonzalo, I ſhall endeavour 
to deſcribe to you the neceſſary qualifica- 


tions that muſt be inherent in the mind of 


a man who ſtarts from nothing, as it-were, 
and by a ſucceſſive progreſſion gains a 
great fortune in the commercial line. 


„ will 
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1 will ſuppoſe a cafe, for inſtance, 


and there are numerous ſimilar caſes ac- 
tually exiſting in this country to back my 
ſuppoſition, that a youth, the ſon of a 
hbourer, who from no other advantages of 
education in his early days, and before he 
was of ſtrength of body ſufficient to enable 
him to be put in a way of getting his 
own bread, than the opportunity of learn- 
ing to read and write in a parith ſchool, 


eſtabliſhed for the purpoſe of teaching the 


offspring of the poor thoſe leſſons - which 
they otherwiſe would never have obtained, 


in conſequence of the inability of their 


parents to pay for them. 


In this circumſcribed mean of acquir- 
ing a little knowledge as a fonndation- 
None for his future progreſs in the world, 
the youth I am ſpeaking of mult have 
quick parts, great aſſiduity, and a prompti- 
tude in himſelf, to attain to any thing con- 


ſiderable, not only in the writing of a tolera- 
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ble hand, but in the reading of his bible, 


before the neceſſity of his parents calls for 
his ſervices in their own drudgery, or to 


put him into ſome other employment by 
which he may get his livelihood, without 


being any farther incumbrance to them. 


„ will now carry him from this dark 
and unpromiſing field to the i tuation of 
a ſtable-boy, to an opulent man of great 
concerns in commerce, who has many 
clerks and people about him to aſſiſt him 
in the carrying on of his buſineſs. 


n this low ſtate the lad muſt diſcover 
ſomething elſe in him beſides a great de- 
gree of attention, care, and pains in the 
rubbing of his horſes heels, in his riding 
them gently to water and his proper exer- 
ciſes of them, feeding them, and ſo on, 
before he will excite his maſter's notice of 


him ſo far as to raiſe him to any other 
ſituation, 


6 He 


— 
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He muſt diſcover a readineſs, upon 
all occaſions that may occur, to aſſiſt in 
the warehouſe, by a willingneſs to pack 
up goods, running with them to the car- 
riers, thereby obtaining the good opinion 
of the whole family, as an honeſt, induſ- 
trious, obliging, and intelligent boy. 


He muſt be poſſeſſed, even at this 
early period of his days, when the young 
are in general thoughtleſs and careleſs 
about future events, with an aſpiring turn 
of mind and a ſedulous and cloſe applica- 
tion, at every little interval that he can 
ſeal to himſelf from his avocations as a 
groom and an aſſiſtant in the warehouſe, 
to improve his hand in writing, and to 
get a knowledge of accounts, which, if he 
ſtrive hard for, the clerks will be ready 
enough to ſet him his leſſons merely for 
their amuſement, and the pleaſure they 
will take in teaching ſo promiſing a lad. 
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Through the above-cited means there 
is no doubt but he will ſoon be raifed 
into a higher ſphere of action than that 
of a groom — men of commerce knowing 
too well what a valuable acquiſition to 
them is a ſervant poſſeſſed of ſuch qualifi- 
cations as the youth I am pourtraying, to 
ſuffer him to languiſh amidſt the drudgery 
of menial offices, when he is capable of 
rendering to his maſter much greater bene- 


fits in a more elevated department of his 


concerns. 


We now ſee the boy buſy in the ware- 
houſe, packing up of goods, making his 


entries of their delivery and of thoſe 


which are received. —Stimulated by theſe 
new honours conferred upon him, he 
ſpares no pains to merit others by a ſtrict 
performance of. his duty. 


« As his years roll on, and his parts are 


ripened into maturity, and the knowledge 
which 


INF L A- T U 8. 151 


which he will acquire from ſo large a 
field to work in, of the whole nature of 
his maſter's buſineſs, and the ſtatement of 
all the accounts of it, as an arithmetician, 
he will be admitted into the counting- 
houſe among the upper clerks, and obtain 
a-greater opportunity for his- talents to 
diſplay themſelves, and to carry on his 
attempts to ſtill more diſtinguiſhed marks 
of truſt, by the, by this time, irreſiſtible 
force of his powers. 


When he becomes thus uſeful in the 
higheſt degree as a ſervant, and in which 
line of duty his maſter will keep him in, 
if he can, he muſt be poſſeſſed of the cou- 
rage of adventure, and of a head to form 
plans for himſelf, and a reſolution to put 
them in practice, in order to emancipate 


himſelf from the {hackles that reſtrain 
him. 


He muſt not be of the claſs of pro- 


jecors upon whoſe terrible rocks are caſt 
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away ſo many of his. majeſty's well mean- 
ing ſubjects.— He muſt have the ſtrength 


of mind to ſee through, on both ſides of 


the proſpect, a long train of oppoſite con- 
ſequences, and follow that medium which 
will enſure him ſucceſs — and for this 
purpoſe it requires as much addreſs and 


ability in a man who attempts to ſtep up 


the afcent from a barren waſte to the fertile 


regions of commercial greatneſs, as it does 


in the ſeemingly more arduous taſk of a 
man to riſe from nothing ( except a more 


enlarged ſtock of learning) to the firſt 


offices in the ſtate, and in which attempts 


they will reciprocally meet with fimilar 
obſtacles in their way, from the emulation 
of other competitors to ſupplant or impede 
them in their progreſs. — And there muſt 
for ever blaze as the eſſentials in the cha- 
racter of a man of commerce, that unim- 
peached honour, honeſty, integrity, and 


no duplicity, which, perhaps, is not ſo 


neceſſary, or, at leaſt, is not ſo much re- 
garded 


COTE 
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garded as the principles that are incum- 


bent upon a prime miniſter of ſtate inva- 


riably to abide by. 


There are, undoubtedly, many for- 
tuitous circumſtances that muſt co-operate 


with the attempts of the youth I am ſpeak- 


ing of, to riſe from ſervitude, at a ſtipu- 
lated income of no great account, into 
affluence ; but then it requires great ta- 


lents to. make the proper advantages of 


thoſe favourable opportunities, be they 
what they may, in ſo confined a ſituation 
as a clerk without friends or money to 
back him. 


% His maſter will not take him into 
partnerſhip with him and give him a ſhare 
of his trade, unleſs he prove it to be, by 


his talents, an indiſpenſibly neceſſary Rep 


to be taken for the very being and pre- 
ſervation of the houſe, in which he was 


originally admitted as a ſtable-boy. 
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„What kind of powers muſt this youth 

poſſeſs, who, from ſuch a low beginning, 
{hall outſtrip all the regular clerks, and ob- 
tain a preference before any of them to 
ſuch profit, confidence, and diſtinction? 


If this be the caſe, and it ſhould ſo 
fortunately happen for him that he has 
made himſelf ſo neceſſary an object for 
the carrying on his maſter's concerns that 
he muſt be taken into parnerſhip, the 
way is open to him, in conſequence of the 
powers that got him into ſuch a ſituation, 


for his making his fortune. —He, perhaps, 


marries his maſter's daughter, and becomes 


in the end the ſole poſſeſſor of his property. 


But if this ſhould not be the caſe, 
and he finds. no way for preferment 
above the line of a clerk, in his preſent 
ſituation, and is determined to make a 
trial of his ſkill and induſtry to obtain the 


prize he aims at by ſome other means, he 
mult 


muſt embark in ſuch a ſea of troubles 
that without the moſt conſummate caſt 
of fore-thought he will be loſt and utterly 
undone. 


„He muſt try to get unto himſelf a 
quiet, diſcreet, young woman, with a little 
money, for his wife ( a plaguy hard taſk ) 
and one who will be careful, and pull with 
him the ſame way, and not run counter 
to his purſuits by her ſkittiſh tricks, idle- 
neſs, and extravagance ; as though {he con- 
ceived herſelf to have nothing to do in 
his concerns but to bear him a parcel of 
ſqualling brats, and to ſpend every farthing 
he can ſcrape together ; and, inſtead of 
being contented with that, to rate and 
{cold him every hour of his life. — No, 
he mult take care to prevent this hard 
lot, or he will go-to the devil in a whirl- 
wind ! 


* „Well.— 
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Well. —we find him, by the prudence 
of his choice of a female helpmate, to have 
left his ſervice, and to be in poſſeſſion of 
a ſmall houſe, a little warehouſe or ſhop, 
and, above all the bleſſings and comforts 
of this life — a coop wires ! 


In this circumſcribed ſituation of his 
hunching into bufineſs for himſelf, with, 
perhaps, no more than two or three 
hundred pounds, which he, by his addreſs, 
has perſuaded a virtuous young creature 
to give him, unſhackled by any proviſion 
for herſelf, ſhould he fail in his under- 
taking, and to ſhare the lot with him, 
whatever it may be, in conſequence of her 
love of him and her entire dependence 
upon his conduct, he becomes a competi- 
tor amongſt innumerable others in his 
condition for the prize of victory — the 
laudable emulation of all young men, in 


his low ſtate, to get on in the world, and 
to 
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to raiſe themſelves into the envied regions 
of riches and ſplendour. 


Among the thouſands that fail in this 
attempt, what diſcernment muſt my youth 
have in order to enable him to ſet out the 
right way; for on his firſt movement will de- 

pend his proſperity or his ruin, from ſo 
trifling a ſupply to begin with ? — And 
ſhould he hit this difficult mark on his 
firſt throwing the die, what an aſſemblage 
of the virtues of patience, care, induſtry, 
economy, temperance, honeſty, and in- 
tegrity, muſt be mixed with, and conſoli- 
dated in his character to accompliſh his 
deſigns, and to gain him that credit in his 
traffic which will be indiſpenſibly neceſ- 
ſary for his carrying it on, before he can 
command it by his acquiſitions. 


* 


—— 
-- 


«+ Endowed with moſt of the above qua- 
lities, there are many young men who 
have raiſed themſelves from little to a cer- 

tain 
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tain degree into proſperity, but it requires 
a remarkable genius for enterpriſe, that 


ſhall enable a man in trade to ſtep for- 
wards with what he has gained, and to 
employ it in a more enlarged ſcale of 
buſineſs, than his preſent one, before he 


will attain to the ſummit of commercial 


greatneſs. 


% To attain this end he muſt not be a 


mere plodder; for many coarſe ones of 
this ſtamp have got conſiderable fortunes ; 
— no, he muſt be a man of a refined, but 


ſolid underſtanding ; — he muſt have 


acquired the manners and converſation of 
a gentleman, and be able to mix in the 


firſt companies with credit to himſelf, as 
an intelligent perſon upon moſt ſubjects, 
and carry 'a weight with him in every 
thing he ſays or does, not only in his own 
particular ſphere but in others, as a man 
poſſeſſed of a — , of the 
world. 


« With 
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With theſe laſt qualities, in addition 
to the numerous former ones which I have 
| ſet forth, and which muſt be inherent in 
the mind of a youth who advances himſelf 
from a poor ſtable-boy to a rich merchant 
(and there are many ſimilar inſtances in 
this country to eſtabliſh the foregoing 
deſcription of my young man, upon the 
baſis of truth and notorious fats) — What 
degree of reſpe&,” continued Gonzalo, ad- 
dreſſing himſelf in a pointed manner to 
the old gentleman, ** will you allow ſuch 
a character as I have drawn to be entitled 
to, in conſequence of the manifold virtues 
which he muſt unremittingly have diſ- 
played throughout his whole progreſs, 
from obſcurity and want, to the brilliant 
ſcenes of ſplendour and affluence ?” 


« To all the honours,” ſaid the old 
_ gentleman, * which the king, lords, and 
commons can beſtow upon the greateſt 


character in the world; and I ſhall 
TI | ever 
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ever regard the merchant.“ he continued, 
with much warmth of expreſſion, who 
has riſen from nothing to his preſent 
glorious ſituation, by the means which you 

have ſo fairly depicted, as entitled to the 
higheſt marks of diſtinction, which he has 
fo richly merited by his actions.“ 
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CHAP, 


1 N TIL ATSV. 


CH AP. XXXL 


PROGRESS THROUGH THE PARK, 
The Stricken Deer. 


11 upon the cloſe of 

the preceding obſervations, Miranda 
returned with her train, and the ladies 
delonging to our viſiters. 


After mutual civilities on all ſides we 
feperated. — The gentlemen and their 
ladies purſuing the path down towards the 
Alcove, which we had prevented them from 
viewing; while, on the other hand, we, 
leaving our pavilion, &c. to the care and 
carriage of our ſervants to the inn, pro- 
ceeded towards the foot of Clent Hills; 
but as our nymphs now felt themſelves 
ſomewhat fatigued in conſequence of their 
exertions in the morning, we deferred 
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mounting thoſe ſublime eminences to 
another opportunity, and ſtole down the 
walk to the Seat of D and 
© The Hermitage.” 


“ 'Theſe ſcenes ſo completely mark the 
terms which have been given to them; fo 


cloſely immured is the valley below them 
with the compoſure of the hanging woods, 


and the ſomber umbrage of thei leafy 


branches, that you cannot help being 
thrown into the moſt pointed reflections 
upon the follies of the buſy, noiſy ſcramb- 
ling world, and all its. poor and contempt- 
ible purſuits, when ſet in the oppoſite light 
to the peaceful and ſerene tranquillity that 


reigns in theſe captivating retirements 


from among them. 


While we were animadverting upon the 
vanity of the general ways of men, the 
cruelties of wars, bloodſhed, maſſacre, and 
devaſtation, which attend upon the heels 
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of ambition, and which terminate only in 
the deſtruction of the human ſpecies, with- 
out the ſmalleſt advantage gained by them, 
except a relaxation from their | horrid 
effects in the pure enjoyments of - ſuch 
peaceful fcenes as we were now in;. the 
ſtricken deer that had been previouſly 
hurt, and afterwards hunted by our Diana 
and her nymphs, aroſe from the covert of 
of a brake below us, and ſtanding by the 
fide of a pond, he claimed from us our 
ſhare of commiſeration for him and his 
brethren amongſt the calamities we had 
been ſpeaking of, by the * big round tears 
* which courſed one another down his 
innocent noſe in piteous chace,” and 
ſeemed moſt pathetically to charge us with 
the like cruelties in our murdering of them, 
to ſatiate our voracious appetites with their 
carcaſles. „ 


We had mentioned the circumſtance af 
our having ſeen this ſtag to the keeper, 
0 before 
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before we joined him at the ruin ; and on 
our enquiring of him if he knew of his 
being hurt, he informed us that he fre- 
quently ſingled out one of the herd in the 
veniſon ſeaſon, and courſed him with his 
dogs previouſly to his being killed, in 
order to render his fleſh more tender and 
delicate for the table; and that although 
he ſhould receive no hurt in the chace of 
him, he would be afterwards ſo ſhy of his 
herd and they ſo ſhy of him, that he would 
for a conſiderable time ſkulk about the park 
alone, and in the manner in which we had 
obſerved the one in queſtion, and probably 
might ſee him again before we left the 
park, as he did not intend to courſe him 
again till the next day, when he muſt be 
ſhot. —As to his hurt, he ſaid, he believed 
he had ſlightly wounded him in the morn- 
ing, having fired at him, but at the inſtant 
being called upon other buſineſs, he had 
deferred the killing of him until the 
T2 We 
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We took but little notice of this account 

of the keeper's at the time he gave it us, 

-our attention being then engaged in our 
convivial preparations upon the lawn, and 

the thought of veniſon gave us no unplea- 

ſant ſenſations; but after we had ſatisfied 

our appetites with our own repaſt, and 

were prepared by the tranquil ſcenes we 

were now contemplating, for ſerious re- 

flection, the ſight of the poor animal a 

ſecond time, ſtanding ſo piteouſly by the 

fide of the brook, ſtruck us with horror at 

the inhuman circumſtance of ſuffering an 

innocent creature to languiſh in excruciat- 

ing torments, merely becauſe it was not 

convenient to put an end to his miſery; 

and in particular, when this animal, above 

all others, lays a claim to our compaſſion by 

his peculiar feelings and ſenſibility, upon 

the injuries he receives from our hands. 


A ſcene of woe ſo complete never ſtruck 


the imagination ſo forcibly, as the ſight of 
the 
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the weeping deer did the affeRions of us 
all. His groans, his looks, his tears, were 
ſuch irreſiſtible pleadings in his cauſe, that 
they ſtung us to the very heart with 
remorſe ; and we left the wretched object 
to its miſery, becauſe we could neither 
relieve it, nor bear to be any longer ſpecta- 
tors of its calamity. 


We paſt from this ſcene of ſorrow, re- 
volving in our minds, and frequently 
expreſſing our thoughts concerning the 
heedleſsneſs of the human kind, to the 
unneceſſary pains and afflictions the brute 
creation ſuffer in their deſtination to be 
flain for our nouriſhment; and that if 
perſons poſſeſſed of any feelings were to 
be witneſſes to the havock made among 
them, and the cruelties inflicted upon 
them merely to furniſh the luxuries of a 
table, they would ſhrink with affright 
and confuſion at the ds 3 but ſeeing 
nothing 
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nothing of theſe things, they are not 
thought of, while the animals groan under 
2 weight of wanton woes, which are never 
heard of, or at leaſt regarded, by the 


multitudes that ſo cheerfully and rapa- 
ciouſly feaſt upon, and devour them. 
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THE POOR POET. 


MERGING from theſe ſolitary 
ſcenes up the ſteep aſcent to the walk 
that leads to the ſeat, on the back of which- 
is written, Theſe are thy glorious works,” 
from Milton ; the gaiety and grandeur of 
the proſpect which now burſt upon us, 
obliterated for the preſent, the melancholy 
impreſſions which the ſight of the ſtricken 
deer had ſo ſtrongly fixed upon our aftec- 
tions, N 
The imagination taking the alarm, 
hurried us at once among the fancied 
regions of felicity, upon our devouring 
with a greedy eye the peaceful vales, 
the poliſhed lawns, the cultivated fields, 
the ſerene-looking villages, the diſtant 
aſpiring mountains, that appeared fo cap- 
Vol. II. = tivatingly 
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tivatingly before us from this divine emi- 
nence; and we could not conceive (from 
the apparent calmneſs and the ſtriking and 
various beauties of the ſcenes, as the vivi- 
fying ſun darted his rays upon them, and 
gave them the moſt animating colouring 
from the decorated lights and ſhades which 
he caſt among them, to raviſh the hearts 
of the beholders ) that they could poſſibly 


be the reſidence of any other beings, but 
the bleſſed inhabitants of a paradiſe of 


eternal and never-ceaſing pleaſures. 


Let the deluſion paſs, we exclaimed, as 
we left the above-mentioned ſeat and retired 
into the umbrage of the adjacent wood. 
If the ſcenes we have been viewing with 


ſo much pleaſure are not the reſidence of 


the happy, it is more the fault of the inha- 
bitants themſelves, notwithſtanding the 


unavoidable calamities incident to human 


nature, than of thoſe delightful ſcenes 
they live in, and might enjoy with a 
_ ſufficient 
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ſufficient degree of comfort, if they knew 
how to make a right uſe of the ſhort time 
they remain among them. 


Soon after our entrance into the wood 
we came to a ſcreen, from whence the 
moſt faſcinating view in all the park, as it 
appeared to me, is opened to your delighted 
eyes and feelings. — The ſweeping lawn 
that falls down into a deep valley below, 
the towering woods on the other fide that 
riſe ſo majeſtically above the glen, until 
they ſeem to reach thofe upon the extreme 
ſummit of Witchberry Hills, with the 
Temple of Theſius and the grand Obeliſk, 


crowning the whole of many other inter- 


vening charming objects, afforded us a 
theme of rapture ſurpaiſing every thing we 
had before ſeen, as we contempiated their 


ineffable beauties. 


We quitted this opening in the wood to 
the right of the former ſplendid view, and 
H 2 "ol Toon 
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ſoon came within the precincts of another, 
where ſtands a doric Portico, called Pope's 
Building,“ inſcribed to Quiet and the 
Muſes; from whence the ſcenes you 
behold are ſome what different and nearly 
as captivating. 


Juſt as we were walking to the front of 
this Poxtico, and before we could be ſeen 
by any body in it, our attention was caught 
by ſuch a piteous voice of complaint, that 
we could not help making a full ſtop, and 
liſtening to the following words. 


But oh! dreadful to think upon! 
* what a horrid combination of filthy flies, 
which are ſaid to inhabit the higher 
regions of our earthly edifices, will fall 
„ foul upon me and defile my wings, in 
e my attempt to ſoar gbove them, and to 
get upon the temple of fame untarniſhed 


by their excrements! 


« T have 
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ir have no paſſport, not even a braſs 

e ſixpence, not I, to allay their fury — no 
drug of an aſtringent to tie up their 
e bowels—no coſtive medicine to adminiſ- 
ter to their diſeaſe of belpattering — 


not a ſop in the pan for them to feed 
% upon -a piece of tainted fleſh for them 


to blow, and propagate the ir ſpecies in 


** — nor any droppings of ale upon my 
* table for them to devour, and to get 


" drunk withal! 


" Thus poor and pennyleſs as I am, 
I have nothing left for it but the con- 
ſolation that my betters have ſhared 


ct the fate which I ſhall experience; and 


that an attempt to riſe to any degree 
of eminence, was always, and ever 


will be attended by a numerous horde 


of troubleſome inſects that buzz about, 
and beſmear the Tate productions of the 


„ creation !” 


H 3 On 
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On our appearance before the Portico, 
we found a poet in it with a manuſcript in 
his hand, which he told us he intended to 
publiſh, and that he was — * afraid of 


the Reviewers. 


CHAP. 
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RETURN FROM THE PARK TO THE LEASO WES. 
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FT ER we had retired from theſe 

> laſt ſcenes, which were the favourite 

haunts of the late celebrated Mr. Pope, 

our pleaſures were again interrupted by the 

diſtreſſed and reſtleſs manners and appear- 
ance of the ſtricken deer. | 


We ſaw him a ſecond time lying and 

| panting in a dell, and on his perceiving 
our approach, he, with evident tokens of 
affright at the ſight of us, as being of the 
number of his perſecutors, withdrew and 
ſtole away with the greateſt circumſpection. 


Me followed him with our weeping eyes, 
as he ſkulked acroſs a lawn before us, 
and beheld him ſtop and gaze upon us 
with ſuch a lamentable and forlorn coun- 

H 4 | tenance,. 


176 FLIGHTS OF 


tenance, that nothing could equal a repre- 
ſentation ſo ſtrongly marked of the ſorrows 
of the fad heart of the poor ſtag. 


He ſtood for ſeveral minutes with his 
head turned towards us, and his body in 
the attitude of flying, ſhould we purſue 
him; but ſeeing no motions of ours, except 
our continuing to look upon him, he, of 
his own accord, cautiouſly retired to the 
edge of the wood at the bottom of the 
lawn, and ſtopping again at the entrance of 
it, we obſerved him to turn and to fix his 
eyes upon us as before, ſeemingly not yet 
ſatisfied whether we had not ſome wicked 
defigns againſt him. 


Remaining in this anxious and miſer- 
able poſture for a conſiderable time, while 
we ſtill continued to eye him, but without 
ſtirring, heat length crept into the thickeſt 
part of the adjoining wood, and vanithed 
entirely from our ſight, leaving upon our 

minds 
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minds ſuch violent impreſſions of ſympa- 
thetic ſorrow for his hapleſs caſe, which I 
will forbear deſcribing, becauſe I cannot. 


We had by this time paſt from 
Pope's Building to a ſeat dedicated to Mr. 
Thompſon (author of the Seaſons) on the 
oppoſite ſide of the park, and fronting the 
one of Mr. Pope's, which we had left. — 
It was in a dell near to this ſeat that we 
diſturbed the poor ſtag, and we thought, 
as we viewed his motions and his piteous 
plight, that the fpirit of the tender 
benign Thompſon, joined us in our re- 
morſe for the pains the poor creature 
ſuffered. 


What added to our ideas of his ſuffer- 
ings, was the circumſtance of our accident- 
ally finding him here, and at fo great a 
diſtance from the Hermitage where we 
had ſeen him before. — What dreadful 
anxieties, fears, and perturbations of heart, 


H 5 we 
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we exclaimed, muſt this forlorn wandering 
animal feel, when he knows not where to 
find a reſting place, but all ſituations are 
to him equally comfortleſs, and incapable 
of affording him any nge. reſpite, or 
relief from his woes 


Upon our leaving this place we repaired 
to the inn, and from thence we returned 
to the gentleman's ſeat by the Leaſowes, 


without meeting with any other incidents 
on our way, but fuch as were too fimilar to 


thoſe deſcribed in our morning's ride 
from the Leaſowes to Hagley, to afford 
any additional entertainment worth re- 
lating. 
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FORTUNES AND CONNEXIONS. OF MIRANDA, 


FERDINAND, AND GONZALO. 


I MMEDIATELY after our alighting 


from our horſes and the carriage, and 
crouding ourſelves into the great room at 
the gentleman's ſeat, the thoughts of the 


ſtricken deer vaniſhed like a perturbed 


dream, in conſequence of the promiſed 
joys of the wedding of Ferdinand and 


Miranda on the morrow, which ruſhed into 


our minds, and chaſed away every other 
conſideration. 7 


During the courſe of the evening, which 
was ſpent in a preparatory converſation, 
and the adjuſting of all the neceſſary regu- 
lat ions for the celebretion of the nuptials, 
I acquired a knowledge of the. principal. 
circumſtances relating to the fortunes and 
connexions of Miranda. Ferdinand, and Gon- 
| 2zalo, 
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2alo, which had been but lightly intimated 
to me on any former occaſion ; and, con- 
fequently the reader being, as yet, as 
ignorant of theſe matters as I was until 
the preſent time, he may wiſh for an 
information which I am now enabled to 


Miranda, when ſhe began her ſtory in 
the Virgil's Grove of Shenſtone, of the 
adventures of her lover, only told me with 
reſpect to her fortune, that ſhe was an 
heireſs of conſiderable poſſeſſions, without 
entering into any of the ain par- 


ticulars. 


This angelic creature had loſt her pa- 
rents a year and a half before ſhe arrived 
to the age of twenty-three, the æra in 
which ſhe received and encouraged the 
addreſſes of Ferdinand, and met with the 
troubleſome aſſiduities to gain her affections 


of the vile Marquis and his companions, 
which 
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which cauſed her ſo many afflictions, and 
ended in the way that has been deſcribed. 


Her parents having moſtly delighted 
themſelves in a town life, they had gene- 
rally reſided in London, and had no 
manſion or reſidence of their own in the 
country. — Her father had gained an 
ample fortune, as a merchant in the city, 
and his pleaſures, after leaving off buſineſs, 
concentred in its vicinity, by placing his 
_ whole poſſeſſions in the ſocks, and taking 

a houſe in Weſtminſter free from all in- 
cumbrances ; bequeathing the diſpoſal of 
his property te his only progeny, in the 
perſon of his daughter, upon his and his 
wife's deceaſe. | 


From the time of his leaving off buſineſs 
until his and his wife's demiſe, which hap- 
pened within a few days of each other, 
they lived much in the gay circles of 


faſhionable reſorts, in conſequence of the 
pleaſures 


- 
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| Pleaſures they enjoyed in the riſing beau- 
ties and accompliſhments of Mrranda, and 
the reſpe&t and attention paid her; but, 
above all, in the admirable prudence and 
modeſty of her behaviour among ſuch a 
blaze of temptations to enſnare her virtue, 
and lead her into the paths of vice. 


They were ſo averſe to troubling them- 
ſelves with any concerns, except thoſe of 
recreation, after the former eares and 
hurry of the buſy ſcenes of life they had 
paſt, that they hired every thing; coaches, 
horſes, and even extra ſervants were re- 
tained at certain rates upon all particular 
| occaſions. So that upon their deceaſe, 
which was ſudden, Miranda had only an 
old butler, two ancient footmen, and three 
ſervant maids with her in the houſe, or 
about it, to manage and direct. 


Being 
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Being thus ſituated, with an ample for- 
tune ſafe in the ſtocks, ſhe found herſelf 
at leiſure to mourn the loſs of her departed 
parents, without any other affairs to en- 


gage her attention; and for a twelve- 


month ſhe ſaw little company at home, 
and was ſcarcely ever ſeen abroad. 


At the end of that time, and when ſhe 
began to appear in the world, the eyes of 
numerous ſuiters were fixed upon her as 
a rich heireſs; and among the reſt the 


Marquis and his aſſociates, allured by her 


fortune, became ſolicitous for the pre- 
ference which ſhe gave to the addreſſes of 


Ferdinand, — The conſequences of which 
have already been ſufficiently diſplayed. 


f 
Upon the abrupt and rude entrance 
into her houſe of the friends of the ſlain 
Marquis and his aſſociates, and their me- 


naces againſt her life, which have been 


mentioned in her ſtory, ſhe was ſo exceed- 


4 ingly 
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ingly alarmed that ſhe immediately left 
her habitation to the care of her old and 
faithful butler, and retired to the ſeat of 

the gentleman and his family, near the 


Leaſowes, with whom ſhe had been 


long acquainted, and from whom ſhe knew 


ſhe ſhould meet in her diſtreſſes with the 
very hoſpitable reception ſhe had promiſed 


to herſelf and experienced. 


In order that ſhe might not be traced 
to her retreat in conſequence of the 


promiſed correſpondence of her lover, by his 


and her own enemies, ſhe communicated 
the place of her retirement to none of her 
ſervants but to her wary butler, with ſtrict 
injunctions to him to forward any letters 
he might receive for her in her abſence, 
under a cover directed and taken to the 
poſt- office by himſelf, and to keep invio- 
lably the ſecret of her abode from all en- 
quiries whatſoever. 


Her 
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with his money and counſels, and in ſeeking 
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Her fortune, which her father had 
placed in the Three per Cents during the 
laſt war at the low price of fifty-five, I 
found, by the calculations made by the 
company, would, if fold out at this time, 
when they were advanced to nearly eighty, 


amount to one hundred thouſand pounds, 


Ferdinand's poſſeſſions, left him by his 


deceaſed parents, conſiſted of a ſmall eſtate 


in Hampſhire, whoſe rent-roll producing 
no more than a clear three hundred pounds 
a year, he reſided at the time of his court- 
ſhip of Miranda in private lodgings, without 


any ſervants or attendants of his own, and 


was then twenty-five years old. 


Gonzalo's fortune was a thouſand pounds 
per annum in London ; but being in his 
youth croſſed in the affairs of love, he had 
remained a bachelor, exerciſing his talents 


in doing all the good he poſſibly could 


for 


186 FLIGHTS Oy 


for a worthy young man to leave his eſtate 
to, having no relations of his own. 


He had failed in his wiſhes to find a 
proper object for his purpoſe until he, by 
accident, fell into the knowledge of Ferdi- 
nand, and his virtues, as previouſly related 
—and his ſtrong inclinations to make him 
his heir, was none of the leaſt motives for 
that particular anxiety, and the great trou- 
ble he had given himſelf, in his exertions 
for the preſervation of ſo valuable a life. 


The outlines which were fixed upon 
this evening for the future proceedings of 


the contracting parties, after the marriage of 


Ferdinand and Miranda, on the morrow, com- 
priſed a reſolution of Miranda, Ferdinand, and 
Gonzalo, to repair to Miranda's houſe in town, 
in the courſe of a day or two Ferdinand to 
take Miranda's fortune out of the ſtocks, 
and to purchaſe with it an eſtate for him 
and his wife (near his own little patrimony ) 

which 


; 
, 
2 
4] 
5 
* 
1 
#1 
5 


INFLATU 8. 187 


which was on the eve of being fold ; and 
Gonzalo to make his will in their favour, 
and to reſide with them during the remain- 
der of his life, as their friend, their father, 
and their protector; and there never, 
ſurely, was an adoption ſo truly replete 
with joy — Gonzalo feeling the raptures of 
a real parent on his being ſuffered to make 
Ferdinand and Miranda his heirs, and to 
call them his dearly beloved children. 


Theſe outlines being ſettled, figned, and 
| ſealed by the parties, and witneſſed by 
the gentleman, his lady, and myſelf, the 
ſpecial licence for the nuptials, which had 
been previouſly ordered, arrived juſt be- 
fore we retired to our repoſe with the very 
natural impreſſions upon our minds of 
the enchanting celebration on the enſuing 
day of a wedding ſo completely planned 
upon the genuine principles of love. 
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— It may, perhaps, ſeem neceſſary in 
this part of my account of the perſons 


' compoſing the little drama of my excur- 


fion to Hagley and the Leaſowes, to inform 


the reader that the gentleman and his 


hdy of the elegant ſeat near Mucklow 
Hill, with whom Miranda had reſided, and 
was now with, were in poſſeſſion of an 
ample fortune; but ſor reaſons, beſt known 
to myſelf, and immaterial to others, I have 
forbore to characteriſe by a — 
—— 


The nine young ladies whom I have 
ſtiled the nymphs of the groves, were three 
of them the beautiful daughters, juſt en- 


tered into their teens, of the above- 


mentioned gentleman and lady ; and the 
other ſix, who were advanced higher 


towards the regions and influence of the 


Paphian Queen, but who had not as yet 
been ſtruck with the darts of her ſon, 
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were the fine offspring of ſome neighbour- 
ing families, and daily viſiters, eſpecially 
during Miranda's reſidence among them, 
at the houſe in which I have put them 
all to bed, to dream of the tranſporting 


pleaſures of the coming morn. 


CHAP. 
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MARRIAGE OF FERDINAND AND MIRANDA. 


URORA had no ſooner ſtreaked the 

heavens with her dappled, faint, 
and beautiful lights and ſhades, than the 
domeſtics, all alert, buſtled about their 
buſineſs of a preparation for the approach- 
ing feſtival ; the nymphs roſe from their 
beds eager for a participation in the pro- 
miſed joys, and Miranda awoke in a tre- 
mor of agitated delights, fears, and appre- 
henſions, of no conſequence in the world, 
but to thoſe who can feel for the dreadful 
ſituation of a modeſt, untouched maid, on 
the verge of being formally delivered into 
the hands of a boiſterous young man, who, 
probably, would be rude, and play the 
devil with her. 


Ferdinand, 
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Ferdinand, to his ſhame be it ſpoken, 


ſlept as ſound as a top until he was called 
by Gonzalo, on the ſun's advance above the 
horizon, and in a refulgent broad blaze 
giving a glorious brilliancy to the riſing 
day; while the adjacent lovely ſcenes of 
the Leaſowes, the far-ſtretching plains, 
and the diſtant mountains danced in a 
delightful diſplay of their various capti- 
vating colouring, as he towered up the 
higher regions of the heavens. 


Ferdinand, dreſſed in an elegant ſuit of 
clothes which he had clapped into his 
portmanteau on his ſudden retreat from 
London, but had not ſince that time worn, 
appeared in the parlour, where the gen- 
tleman, his lady, and Gonzalo were waiting 
for him, ſo much improved in the natural 


- graces of his perſon that they were ſtruck 
with unſpeakable admiration at the fight 


of him — for though at all times, and in 


the moſt common habiliments, his perſon 
and 
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and carriage were ſtamped with the man- 
ners of a polite and a very handſome gen- 
tleman, yet from his recent troubles and 
anxieties, and his not having on any 
thing but his travelling dreſs before this 
morning, the change which the unexpected 
turn of his fortunes from deſpondency to 
the extreme of joy and happy proſpects, 
made, even in ſo ſhort a time, a wonder- 
ful alteration in his countenance and de- 
meanour, which being now ſet off to the 
beſt advantage, he ſhone the moſt conſum- 
mate figure the artiſt could draw in his 
| imagination, or exhibit to the raviſhed eye 
of the gazer with his pencil, notwithſtand- 
ing many of the repreſentations of the 
human ſorm by our painters, ſeem in 
reality to vie with, and to go much be- 
yond, in this particular inſtance, the real 
works of the Creator. 


It has always been a great pleaſure to 
me, and I have often ſtood for half an 
bigs 7 i 1 hour 


194 FLIGHTS OF 


hour together rivetted to the beautiful 
prints of the female form, repreſented 
under diflerent characteriſtics according to 
the fancy of the deſigner, which daily 
compriſe a ſucceſſion of raviſhing objects 
in the windows of the bookſellers, ſhewing 
the inexhauſtible, rare, and fine imagination 
and execution of the artiſt upon this head ; 
but Imuſtown, however greatly I have been 
delighted with the above ſtriking and lovely 
repreſentations, which, as obſerved before, 
ſeemed to me at the time of my behold- 
ing them to excel the works of the 
Almighty, yet the entrance of Miranda 
lnto the parlour to us, attended by her 
nymphs, vindicated, at one ſtroke, the 
ſuperior powers of the Creator, above all 
imitation whatever, and chaſed away from 
my mind all my preceding prepoſſeſſions. 


"Though I had ſeen Miranda before, and her 
beauty was confeſſedly in the higheſt degree 


captivating, yet her now appearing in robes 
3 


— 


INFFLATUST | 195 


of the moſt finiſhed taſte, and which the 
painters do ſo laviſhly diſplay in their 
performances, daſhed at once every idea 
of a compariſon with the char of this 
divine creature. 


Her diffident air and manner, on her 
receiving the compliments of the company 


upon ſuch an intereſting occaſion, the 


bluſhes that alternately roſe in her lovely 
face and vaniſhed as the ſenſations of her 
mind were influenced by the alarming 
ceremony ſhe was to go through, exhibited 
( while Ferdinand. tremblingly alive at 
every pore," took her by the hand and led 
her to a chair, ) an aſſemblage of all that 
can be thought of or imagined of beauty 
in the carriage of the moſt perfect human 
hape, and the looks of the fineſt formed 
_ countenance under the preſſure of ſuch a 
load of violences about to be committed 
npon the delicacy of her ſeelings. 


7 Theſe 
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Theſe firſt embarraſſments being ſome- 
vhat ſubſided, in conſequence of the tender 
and reſpeful behaviour of her lover, and 
the ſtrict decorum of the company, ſhe 
ſoon roſe in all her more elevated charms, 
as the thoughts of the chaſte dignity of 
the offering ſhe was going to make of 
herſelf crouded into her mind, ſanctified 
her actions, and gave, at length, ſuch a 
ſupport to her ſenſibility, that ſhe received 
the clergyman, who now entered the 
room, and who was to tie the indiſſoluble 
knot of her engagement with Ferdinand for 
ever and for ever, without any apparent 
diſorder or marks of timidity ; and ſhe 
ſat during breakfaſt in the moſt eaſy com- 
poſure, while her lively animated looks, 
words, and deportment, gave an ineffable 


zeſt to the repaſt. 


But kx ſhe had thus re- 
covered her ſpirits, ſhe preſſed hard, as 


the and her lover were not natives of the 
country 


% ne, 


country they were now in, that the cere- 
mony of the ritual being performed in 
the church of Hales-Owen, which would 
unneceſſarily expoſe her to the view of a 
croud of utter ſtrangers to her and her 
affairs, might be diſpenſed with, and that 
ſhe might be married in the next room, 
or ſomewhere in the vicinity, out of the 
way of common obſervation. 


This being ſo reaſonable a propoſal, in 


her and her lover's preſent ſituation, the 


clergyman acceded to it with the polite- 
neſs of a gentleman and a perſon of # 
liberal mind and an unprejudiced educa- 


tion, reſpecting the uſual forms of the 
church being omitted on particular occa- 


ſions. 


The avenue at the ſummit of the Lea- 


ſowes being within about ten ſcore yards 


of the manſion in which the preſent com- 
pany were aſſembled, and a fine ſhort 


L 3 walk. 
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walk over the Terraſs near the top of 
Mucklow Hill, and fronting one of the 
moſt delightful proſpects in the world, 
as previouſly ſet forth, leading you to the 
place, it was agreed upon, by the per- 
miſſion of the clergyman, that as this 
wedding was not to be performed in the 
church, it ſhould be converted into a per- 
fect rural one, by its being executed in 
the temple of Pan, which you immediately 
find on your entrance into the avenue, 
and which is a rough, hewn building, 
bearing the following inſcription : 


——* "Twas mighty Pan, 
++ To join with wax the various reeds began, 
Fan, the great Cod of all our ſubject plains, 
* Proteds and loves the cattle and the ſwains,” 


This temple ſtanding as a monument 
only of the pcetical fiftions of the ancients, | 
and conveying no ſerious objection to the 

rituals of our church being performed in 


it, but what muſt originate, eſpecially 
; upon 
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upon ſuch an harmleſs occaſion as the pre- 
fent one, in ſtupid, unneceſſary bigotry, 


the motion, as above-mentioned, was 


adopted with the mutual conſent of the 
parties, as a pleaſing, inoffenſive way of 
uniting the lovers in one of the viſi ionary 
edifices raiſed by the celebrated genius of 
the divine Shenſtone, " 


As ſoon as breakfaſt was over, and the 
company had prepared themſelves to fultE 
the awful compact of the uniting of a molt 
willing couple in the holy bands of matri- 
mony, the clergyman, attended by Gonzalo, 


as the father who was to give away Miranda- 


to Ferdinand, and to conſign them both to 
their fate, for better or for worſe,” iſſued 
forth upon the lawn before the manſion, 
and proceeded in ſolemn pace towards the 
temple, followed by the gentleman 1 
his lady. 


14 The 
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The next in proceſſion were the three 


beautiful daughters of the gentleman, 


dreſſed in white robes, expreſſive of their 
perfect innocence and their tender years, 
ſtrewing flowers before the enamoured 
pair as they walked hand in hand immedi- 
ately after them. 


The fix other nymphs who had ariſen 


farther up the aſcent, and near to the proſ- 


pect of being principals in the hymenial 
ceremony, to which they were now only 
to be witneſſes, enrobed in gay fanciful 
dreſſes, which gave a luſtre and ſuperadded 


a force to their ripe claims to a ſimilar 


offering of themſelves to that of Miranda, 
purſued in pairs her and her lover's ſteps, 
with a warm, prompt, and ſpecific degree 
of animation upon the occaſion, which 
could not be miſtaken for any thing but 
what it was, by the greateſt dolt in the 
world. | 


This 


\ 
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This charming ſcene of the walk to the 
Temple was cloſed by the promiſcuous 
attendance of the neighbouring families 
invited to the wedding, and who were 
with me the delighted ſpectators of * 
brilliant and * proceſſion. 


After the entrance of the.clergyman and 

Gonzalo through the gate where the path 
leads immediately down to the Temple, 
they placed themſelves on the inſide of it 
directly fronting the avenue, which is of 
conſiderable length, and afforded an 
ample ſcene for the diſplay of the train, 
as they arranged in the order in which 
they had proceeded. 


Miranda and her lover, as ſoon as we 
were all fixed in mute attention and ready 
for the ſolemn rite to begin, advanced upon 
a temporary floor, which had been raiſed: 
for our view of them, with a confidence 
truly celeſtial, as they turned and made 

1 5. an 
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an obeiſance to us in token of their 
mutual and perfect reconciliation to the 
ſacred bond in which they were juſt going 


to be inſeparably united. 


During the awful performance, and our 


return from the temple to the manſion, 
which was in the ſame manner as our 
approach from the manſion to the temple, 
we were ſo impreſſed with ſerious thoughts 
npon the ſublime engagement which the 
lovers had entered into, that grave reflec- 
tion took place for the preſent of every 
other conſideration, and we indulged our- 
ſelves from the time of our return until 
dinner, in the way that we, individually, 
thouglit fit to diſpoſe of ourſelves. 
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The bride and bridegroom, taking the 
nymphs with them, flew to an apartment 
np ſtairs to recover their ſpirits and to 
compoſe and prepare their minds for the 


enſuing joys of the feaſt. — The lady of 
| | the 
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the manſion diſappeared to ſuperintend 
the preparations going forwards among her 
domeſtics. — The gentleman remained in 
the parlour in converſation with his gueſts, 
and I repaired to my bedchamber, with 
pen, ink, and paper, to write down the 
following obſervations. 


In the great ſcale of the works of the 
Almighty, as far as we mortals can plainly 
ſee and penetrate into it, we. cannot vin- 
dicate his eternal juſtice by any other ſup- 
poſition, than by that of his equal diſtri- 
bution of happineſs to his creatures, one 
time or other, in conſequence of the appa- 


rent and palpable difference among them 
in this regard, which we find and expe- 


rience upon our little ſpeck, among the 
amazing and ſtupendous regions of the 
univerſe. 


To ſuppoſe, for inſtance, and which 


has led me into theſe reflections, that I, a 
PCOT- 
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domeſtics. — The gentleman remained in 
the parlour in converſation with his gueſts, 
and I repaired to my bedchamber, with 
pen, ink, and paper, to write down the 
following obſervations. 


In the great ſcale of the works of the 
Almighty, as far as we mortals can plainly 
ſee and penetrate into it, we cannot vin- 
dicate his eternal juſtice by any other ſup- 
poſition, than by that of his equal diſtri- 
bution of happineſs to his creatures, one 
time or other, in conſequence of the appa- 
rent and palpable difference among them 
in this regard, which we find and expe- 
rience upon our little ſpeck, among the 
amazing and ſtupendous regions of the 
univerſe. 


To ſuppoſe, for inſtance, and which 


has led mie into theſe reflections, that I, a 
| | PCOT. 
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poor diminutive thing, ſtamped by the 
hand of Nature ſeemingly for no other 
purpoſe than as an object of ridicule to the 

"reſt of my fellow- creatures, ſhould, for no 
fault of my own, be deprived of the rap- 
turous enjoyments of the happy perſons I 
have been attending to the conſummation 
of the higheſt degree of felicity which this 
life can afford, conveys, in my opinion, a 
horrid inference of blaſphemy againſt the 
wiſdom, the goodneſs, the power and 
intentions of the Deity. 


Why ſhould I have feelings, which I 
confeſs to have, as ſtrongly marked with a 
defire to revel in the hymenial delights as 
the moſt perfect form of the human ſpecies, 
be reſtrained from them by an abſolute 
bar ſet againſt me which I do not merit; by 
ſuch an ill-favoured figure, that no nymph 
but muſt not only ſhudder at a propoſal 
of mine to {ſhare with her in ſuch pleaſures, 


but who could not look at me or take any 
notice 
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notice of me, except from the motive of a 
contemptuous kind of ſport, frolic, and 
diverſion. 1 


Familiar, unimportant, and trifling as 
this inſtance may appear, in ſpeaking of ſo 
awful and ſublime a theme as the diſpen- 
ſations of providence, yet it carries as much 
weight with it as any of the laboured 
inveſtigations of the moſt profound philo- 
ſophers upon this ſubject, to prove, that in 
the acknowledged circumſtance of the 
bleſſings derived from the pleaſures of the 
marriage bed, and the propagation of a well- 
favoured offspring being denied me, as 
aforeſaid, and without any crime of my 
own, I cannot be fairly treated by the firſt 
mover of all things, unleſs I meet with a 
retribution for my living and dying a 
deſpiſed afflicted bachelor at ſome period 
or other, amidſt the general metamorphoſe 
or change that will be made, according to 
our imperſect notions of a future exiſtence, 

Z wherein 
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wherein all theſe differences will be un- 
doubtedly ſet to rights, and each unfor- 
tunate devil as well as myſelf, will in his 
turn meet with an adequate portion of the 
pleaſures which has been with-held from 
him, during his painful, buffetted, kicked, 
and trampled upon endeavours to get "a 
paſſage through this world, with any degree 
of a claim ſuffered him to the privileges 
or even the appellation of a human 
being. 


I have often thought with many others 
upon this head, that the happineſs and 
miſery of this life were equally diſtributed 
among all orders and degrees of men, and 
that the rich and proſperous were, from the 
vices, follies, and ſcrapes which their afflu- 
ence led them into, as devoid, upon the 
average of real felecity, as the moſt abject 
beggars in our ſtreets, and (to the mockery 
of all degrees of compariſon) that a poor 


rotten lazar is as happy as a rich healthy lord! 
But 
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But I am now of quite a different opinion: 
for though as an object in perſon of ſo 
much contempt myſelf, I have borne up 
againſt the load of my afflictions with a 
truly philoſophic ſpirit, I muſt own at 
laaſt, that it was a philoſophy of fo perfectly 
a negative kind, that I never felt the real 
raptures of the happy people about me, 
but what I forced upon myſelf, and only 
fancied that I enjoyed—falling after every 
eſſay, into the reflections upon my caſe, 
which have given riſe to the above 


remarks. 


Setting aſide all abſtruſe metaphyſical 
arguments upon the immortality of the 
ſoul, which only puzzle the imagination, 
inſtead of carrying with them that con- 
viction which may be drawn from the 
familiar plain reaſoning of the common 
underſtandings of men to more effect, and 
perfectly to anſwer the ſublime end of 
all our hopes and expectations, let me 

| take 
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take it for granted (and which no man 
but an atheiſt, if ſuch a man there can 


poſſibly exiſt, except he be a fool or a 
madman, but muſt admit of) that this 
world and the other neighbouring ſcenes 
of the univerſe, which we can ſee, and 
form a proper and no inconſiderable a- 
judgment upon, and which we can perceive 
to bear but a trifling portion to the im- 
menſity of the works of the Deity, were 
framed by the hands of a firſt cauſe under 
our denomination of a God of infinite power, 
wiſdom, and goodneſs. — Plain and ſimple. 
terms theſe for the wonderful attributes of 
the Almighty — but they will do — they 
carry with them a ſufficient demonſtration: 
of the claims upon him of all his creatures, 
of an equal diſtribution to them, finally, 
of the happineſs any of them are bleſſed 
withal, if in their different parts they are 
conſigned to act, whether as men or angels, 
or any other order of his beings, they do 


not forfeit their claims by their own wilful 
Vices 


vices and miſconduct, in an injurious 
attempt to diſturb the harmony of that 
particular claſs of creatures in which they 
have been fixed for any given time, as 
ſojourners in a progreſſion to other ſitu- 


ations and ſcenes without end. 


Under this plain ſtatement of the caſe, I 
will be bold enough to ſay, that no one 
creature produced by the Deity can periſh 
in a miſerable way, unleſs he merit it by 
his own wickedneſs, while others, the 
works of the ſame divine hands are happy, 
without -a charge of the moſt abominable 
kind alledged againſt his juſtice and im- 
partiality. — And furthermore, as the 
human mind is endowed by the Deity 
with the power of penetrating into, or 
conceiving an idea of perfect regions or 
Teenes of felicity, which the omnipotence 
of the Almighty is enabled to afford his 
creatures, and in which, no doubt, innu- 
merable claſſes of the bleſſed are now 


enjoying 
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enjoying themſelves ; that he could not 
give us ſo palpable a glimpſe of ſuch a vaſt 
and ſuperior degree of bliſs to that which 


the moſt happy of us experience in this 


world, without a cruelty of TanTAL1sM, 
which I hope no wretched reaſoner upon 
his works or intentions will be ſo horrid 
a ſceptic as to diſpute, or to advance againſt 
his juſtice and impartiality, but will be, 
like me, perfectly convinced, from the 


plaineſt and moſt ſimple evidence of his 


ſenſes and obſervations, of the immortality 


of the ſoul; and that we mortals of the 


earth, as well as the whole aſſemblage of 
his ſubordinate productions muſt ulti- 
mately participate, if we or they merit it 
by proper actions in our different ſpheres, 


in the moſt perfect felicity, which the 


glorious Lord of the univerſe diſtributes to 
the preſent more favoured objects of his 


regard, who have advanced in a ſucceſſive 


progreſſion, much nearer than we have 
5 


done, to the fountain of eternal and un- 
ſpeakable 
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ſpeakable delights, where no tears will flow, 
but from the ſource of unutterable, unre- 
mitting, and never-ceaſing tranſports! 


It is a firm and fixed principle ſtamped 
in the very bottom of my heart, and the 
reſult of the plaineſt inferences that a 
mathematical demonſtration can eſtabliſh, 
that what we call the death of a creature is 
only a tranſlation into a new life, or a ſtate 
of exiſtence in a different mode from the 


palt, 
Under this belief, and the unſhaken 


conviction of all my powers of the fact, I 
can peruſe the accounts of the moſt eruel 


ſufferings of my fellow- creatures, with a 


perfect aſſurance that they are only tem- 
porary trials and preparations for a better 
ſtate. I can liſten, from the ſame ſource, 
to the moſt dreadful ſtory of the afflitions 
of particular objects, who ſeem to have 
been marked by the unrelenting hand of 

pro- 
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providence for vengeance. — I can behold 
the torments of a wretch expiring in the 
greateſt of all agonies, after a long life of 
unremitted excruciating pain, without a 
thought or even a ſuggeſtion entering into 
my breaſt of the partiality or injuſtice of 
the Almighty, while others of his crea- 
tures paſs through this world in perfect 
eaſe, and leave it without a groan; and I 
can reconcile all theſe partial evils inflicted 
upon the bodies of many of the productions 
of the Creator, while others are entirely 
exempt from them, to no other poſlible 
dea or concluſion, but to the accumulated 
and confirmed proof of my unerring creed 
of a future ſtate of retribution — and that 
the immortality of the ſoul is as ſtrongly 
eſtabliſhed by the above plain reaſonings 
upon the matter, as it ever was by the 
accute inveſtigations of the moſt learned 
and enlightened metaphyſical philoſophers 
upon the face of the earth. 


Added, 
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Added, if there can be poſſibly added 
any farther proof of the immortality of the 
ſoul, than the above plain ſtated fact of the 


immenſe difference there is in this world 


between the enjoyments of men, and that 
neceſſary retribution which the miſerable 
ought to receive, as a compenſation for 
their being deprived of the happineſs of 
others, when ſet in a comparative view 
of their paſſing through this life, how can 
it be imagined of the Deity, that he can 
reſt himſelf ſatisfied under ſuch decided 
inſtances of his partiality, which ſtare us in 
the face every hour of the day in our 
_ obſervations upon mankind, when he has 
fixed ſuch a thorough knowledge of the 
principles of juſtice and impartiality in 
the human breaſt—when he has implanted 


in the heart of man the fineſt and moſt 


tender feelings for the calamities of his 
fellow-creatures — when, as emanations 
flowing from the fountain of all goodneſs 
and rectitude, he has beſtowed upon his 

creatures 


218 FLIGHTS OF 


creatures thoſe virtues which (except he 
make a return in a future ſtate for the 
unmerited ſufferings of a part of the human 
race in this) he — does not poſſeſs 


himſelf? 


The bare inference or ſuggeſtion, as I 
intimated before, of ſuch a ſtriking contra- 
diction and abſurdity againſt the wiſdom, 
the goodneſs, the power and intentions of 
the Deity, amounts to the moſt horrid 
ſpecies of blaſphemy that the ſordid heart 
of the moſt abjet wretch upon earth can 
poſſibly conceive of the annihilation of the 
foul upon the death of the body. 


C@pforted by the above reflections, I 
Joined with ſome degree of compoſure the 
company in the dining room, like a crea- 
ture in appearance of the moſt remote diſ- 
tance ( except bearing ſomething of the 
form of the human figure ) in the arrange- 
ment of the works of God, from the fine 

and 
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and beautiful aſſemblage of the perſons of 
both ſexes, gathered together upon this 
convivial occaſion. 


I Gghed as I fat down to the table, and 
looking with a tearful eye, not an envious 
one, upon all the beautiful objects in my 
view, I catched their attention to the 
poignancy of my feelings, while they, 
with one voice, ſeemed to ſay in their 
looks at me, we are ſorry for poor Inflatus 
—and they did every thing in their power, 
by their obliging attention to me, to chaſe 
away thoſe thoughts which they ſaw were 
uppermoſt in my mind, and to cheriſh 
the hopes deſcribed above, that I ſhould 
ſome time or other be a ſharer in the bliſs 
which there was no profped of my enjoy- 
ing in this world, without a wicked 
attempt of my own to *. a race of 
monſters. 


Ay 
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As ſoon as dinner was over and the cir- 
culation of the glaſs had enlivened the 
converſation, which fell naturally upon the 
ſubject that was the cauſe of our meeting, the 
fix ripe.nymphs forced me to fit in the midſt 
of them, and after many laughs at my pre- 
poſterousandabſurd phiz and Hgure, which 
they knew I could bear with the greateſt 
patience and reſignation, they declared 
that I exhibited the moſt complete argu- 
ment for a future ſtate of retribution for 
my loſſes in this life of thoſe pleaſures 
which they themſelves, were ( from the 
jocularity and freedom of diſcourſe always 
admitted at a wedding ) confident enough 
to ſay they had a claim to here, and 
ſhould certainly enjoy, if there were any 
proper, ſtraight, and comely young men, 
who might think fit to hazard an engage- 
ment with them in the ſame chaſte bonds 
of matrimony with which Ferdinand and 
Miranda had this day been faſtened 


* 
I rouſed 
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I rouſed myſelf as well as I could, and 
rallied them upon their claims, aſſerting 


that though their forms might admit of 


their bringing ſtraight children into the 
world, in order to people it with good 
ſhapes, yet their minds were ſo warped 
that I could not believe they would ever 
get lovers fool-hardy enough to encounter 
ſuch a parcel of termagants as they were, 
and that from this cauſe, I told them, they 
very ſoon would be glad to take up with. 
me, and others as ugly and deformed as: 
myſelf, or to go to hell and lead apes there 
for the diverſion of the infernals.. 


This conſignment of them to the devil 
( for all jokes are fair at a wedding), raiſed. 


a general laugh in my favour at the ex 


pence of the forward and ſprightly bag- 
gages, and they had no reſource left them 
to be revenged of me but in pommelling 


me moſt unmercifully for my impudence.. 
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Thus ſprightly jeſts and repartees went 
round, as the hours imperceptibly glided 
away, until the fun had retired towards 

the weſt, and the gathering evening clouds 
had formed a reflection from his refulgent 
blaze ſo diverſified and ſo bewitching, that 
no powers of the painter nor efforts of the 
poet can imitate or deſcribe to any degree. 
adequate to the glorious diſplay of the 
ſetting ſun, enrobed in his captivating, 
mellowed, and brilliant — of 
tints and colouring. 


Inſpired by the ſplendour and magnifi- 
cence of the retreat of the god of day from 
our hemiſphere, in his way toenlighten and 
rouſe the other into joy and gladneſs 
at his approach, and to cheriſh and com- 
fort the inhabitants on the oppoſite fide of 
the globe, until his return to us again ; 
we with one conſent flew out of our apart- 
ment upon the lawn to pay our adorations 
to him on his retiring, and calling for 
al 
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all the ſervants, we formed a dance upon 
the green to ſome fiddles and a tabor and 
pipe that had been ordered to be in readi- 
neſs, compoſed of every creature in and 
about the houſe that could cut a caper, to 
the extreme pleaſure and ſatisfaction of us 
all, until the twilight was ſo far advanced | 
upon us as to put an end to our ſport, | 
and to drive us away from it to our ſupper. 


The evening paſt away in the ſame 
manner of merry canverſation as the after- 
noon had done, until manifeſt tokens of 
retiring appeared in the arch ſmiles of the 
fair-ones, and indicated a wiſh in them to 
take Miranda from among us, and to put 
her to bed, 


This circumſtance cauſed a pleaſurable 
ſcene of embarraſſment, that ſet us all upon 
the titter, as the lovely creature, ſuffuſed 
with the bluſhes of innocence and modeſty, 


was huddled out of the room in the midſt 
K 2 of 


220 FLIGHTS or 
of them to be conſigned, at laſt, and aſter 
ſo many troubles and anxieties on his 


account, to the embraces of her lover in a 
full and extatic enjoyment of her charms. 


Ferdinand ſoon after was compelled by 
the gentlemen to repair to his Miranda, 
receiving, on his retiring, as they ſhook 
Him by the hands, the heart-felt congratu- 
ations of the joy they wiſhed him in the 
ineſtimable * he bad gained and ſo 
richly merited. 


— But here I muſt drop the curtain 
— I muſt throw a veil over the ſacred pri- 
vileges of Hymen — or I ſhall tranſgreſs 
the rules of decorum, ſhould I audacioufly 
attempt to deſcribe, or pry into his 
myſteries. 


I will only venture to ſay, that on our 
Tepairing to breakfaſt with this charming 
couple the next morning, they looked 
very 
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very well and as though they had been 
exceedingly pleaſed with each other ſince 
our ſeparation the laſt evening — and, 
conſequently, that they would be among 
the happieſt pair of doves that ever were 


united in the holy bands of matrimony. 


Soon aſter breakfaſt I took my leave of 
the delightful aſſemblage, and received on 
my parting with them, ſo many obliging 
and ſincere thanks for the pleaſure which 
they ſaid I had given them in my com- 
pany, that I pondered over their kind 
behaviour to me in ſuch an abſorbed man- 
ner, that I took no notice of the laugh of 
the ruſtics at my figure, as I leiſurely 
walked to the place from whence I had 
ſet out upon my excurſion. 
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